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His EXCELLENCY, 


1 


RIGHT HONOURAEBLE 
Lord Viſc. Townſhend, &c. 


My Lords and Gentlemen ! 


OUBTLESS, to thoſe, who may have but a ſlight 
knowledge of me, and of the nature of my underta- 
kings, it may appear ſtrange, that I ſhould thus ad- 

dreſs my Patrons, the DuBLin-SocrtTry, who, it 
may be preſumed are already well acquainted with what my 
long ſervices have been; but there are ſome few, who will 
not conſider it ſtrange ;. becauſe, to thoſe few, I have un- 
boſomed my heart, and in part they know under what a 
preſſure of difficulties [ labour. 


NeITaeR am. I unmindful, my moſt reſpeclable Patrons, 
that malice will read the following pages with a ſearching 
cye, to torture ſentences and words, into meanings, which 
I cannot intend ;, but to you,. I make my Appeal: I know your 
diſcernment, I know your candour ; and as I mean with 
humility and truth to ſtate intereſting facts; ſo I am per- 
ſuaded you will allow the full weight to matters, which 
have to lay before you. — 


THAT [ here intend to remonſtrate, I do avow; but I 4s 
not, | cannot, mean to offend: for permit me to ſay, my 
ambition through life, has ever been to oblige ; though from 
an honeſt roughneſs, which nature has, (perhaps unfortunately) 


placed in my compoſition, I cannot doit by ſervile profeſſions. 


Howrvzk, having much reaſon to apprehend ſuch 
miſconſtruction, as the ＋ I have named; I here 
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take the liberty, moſt earneſtly to requeſt, that you will be 
aſſured, no man upon earth, can have an higher ſenſe of 
regard, reſpect and honour for your body, than I have; and 
believe me, in what ever part of the world my lot may 


caſt me; I ſhall ever revere the name of the DusBrix 
SOCIETY. 


Allow me then, moſt humbly to entreat, that if any 
ſuch attempt, as the one I apprehend ſhall be made ; that you 
will ſo far exerciſe that juſtice, by which I am ſure you wifh 


and mean to govern your aQtions, as to permit me to hear 
and defend, before you ſhall condemn, 


IT is no ſmall happineſs to me, that amongſt that liſt of 
reſpectable names which compoſe your body; there are many, 
who have done me the honour toadmit me to their friendſhip, 
and when I add to them, the very many, who would diſ- 
tinguiſh themſelves on my behalf, did they reſide in town, 
or could they attend regularly; a very great majority of the 
members of your houſe, would appear the friends of the 
undertakings I am engaged in, and approvers of my con- 
duct of them. This conſideration, has reduced me to the 
alternative, of troubling you with this remonſtrance, or of 
incurring the cenſure, of acting abruptly, in the minds of 
the majer part of your body.— This, I hope, will be ad- 
mitted as ſome apology, for my giving you this trouble. 


I BxG at the ſame time, it may be conceived to be the 
ſentiments of my heart. when ] aſſure the Soci kr x, that no- 
thing leis than the unhappineſs I feel at the miſtaken repre- 
ſentations which have been made at different times, and 
upon different occaſions, could have prevailed upon me, to 
lay this remonſtrance before you; and as 1 am willing to 


| hope, that mere miſtake has governed the ſentiments of ſome 


gentlemen, and not wilful intention of ſeverity; I muſt not, 
1 cannot retain a doubt, but that every member of your 
houſe, will read with the ſame candid impartiality, which 


many have obſerved in examining my condud, labor, hazard, 
and expence 1n your ſervice. 


 Hexce I affure myſelf of a juſt, candid, and diſpaſſionate 
inquiſition, worthy of that dignity and virtue, which ſo emi- 
nently characterize the DuBLiNn SocttTyY.---And as great 
acquiſitions have been made to your numbers, ſince I had the 


honour 
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honour of being conned ed with you; and that I find, even ſome 
of your members are ſtrangers to the nature of my employ- 
ment under you, and are totally unacquainted with the man- 
ner of my being honoured with your patronage ; I ſhall, for 
the fuller information of every one, and with an hope of 
removing ſome miſtaken conceptions as to. that particular, 
beg leave, in as conciſe a manner as I can, to lay before 
you, my original views in coming to /reland ; and how, and 
by what means ] came under your protection. 


To all who know me well, even in this kingdom, it is 
no ſecret, that in the ſpring of the year 1761, I experienced 
ſuch a reverſe of fortune, from thoſe exceſſes, which the 
wild rage of Liberty ſometimes betrays the people of Eng- 
land into, even to the endangering thoſe very bleſſings which 
they would be thought to hold deareſt ; that the laws, tho” 
ſtrong, were too ſlow to repreſs the hand of violence, and I, 
from the injuries I had received, too feeble longer to con- 
tinue the conteſt, which had already ſubſiſted ſeven years; 


and therefore I fell, and ruin ſeized me. 

So ſingular were my injuries, and fo affeding my ſtory, 
that it was imagined there, I was worthy of ſome notice. 
0. 0. 0:0 © 00. 0.0 1 heard, and: Sattering- ex- 
moins fed my hopes. © e 6.0 
And therefore, in September 1761, I landed in Ireland, for 
the farſt time in my life, under far other expectations, than 
thoſe of engaging in agriculture in any larger way, than for 
that pleaſure and amuſement which ariſes from a ſpecu- 
lative practice of it. 


Duni a courſe of near twelve months inactive atten- 
dance, I frequently employed myſelf in viewing the lands 
of a country which were new to me, and to examine the ſtate 
of tillage therein; particularly, when I expected to ſettle in it, 
and that I heard in almoſt every company, agriculture was 
but indifferently executed. 


AFTER I had taken ſuch view; in the courſe of conver- 
ſation in many companies, general hints fell from me, for 
plans of improvement, to propagate the practical know- 
lege of huſbandry ; and the laudable zeal of the Dusrixn 
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SOCIETY, in the purſuit of 25, the principal object of their 
inſtitution, I heard of upon every occaſion, 


GENTLEMEN were pleaſed to think, that ſome things 
which I ſuggeſted, ſeemed to promiſe advantage thereto, 
and ſtrongly ſolicited me to commit my thoughts to paper. 


Tux civilities and hoſpitality which J received in the 
houſes of many, both in town and country, could not but 
oblige me to comply with their requeſts ; and accordingly, 
I drew up in haſte, the out-lines of a plan, with ſome 
general hints upon agriculture; the copy of which I gave to 
Mr. Fiinn in Dublin, with whom I had no other acquaintance, 
than what aroſe from my having bought a few ſcarce books 
of him. He thought this little thing worth printing, and 
acccordingly, the ſame was printed and publiſhed at his expence, 
entitled, Hints upon Huſbandry, in a letter to the DuBLIN 
SOCIETY.—PBut as I had no intention or expeQations of enga- 
ging myſelf, in any thing therein propoſed, | did not put my 
name to it. Diſappointed in the expectations which brought 
me to Ireland, I reſolved to quit the kingdom ; but fome 
gentlemen who knew me to he the author gf the little piece 
already mentioned, preſſed and invited me to undertake ſuch 
part of the plan therein propoſed, as I imagmed would con- 
tribute to the fervice of huſbandry in this kingdom, and 
aſſured me of their friendſhip. Accordingly, I returned to 
England, in order, finally to cloſe my little affairs there, pre- 
paratory to my ſettling in Ireland. 


Wirn this ſcheme in contemplation, in March 1763, I 
took the farm, which 1 at preſent occupy ; and in January 
1.7644. publiſhed a ſhort ſketch of my former plan (which 
was diſtributed gratis by Mr. Faulkner in Dublin) in ſuch 
manner as I conceived would day the beſt foundation for pro- 
pagating a practical knowledge of huſbandry in this Kingdom, 
for nothing but example can perſuade the vulgat,) for a ſhort 
abſtra of which, (that I may not ſwell this paper) I refer 
to the preface to my report for the year 1764; by which it 
wall. appear, that I relied upon the publick for their proteflion, 
in an wadertaking, whuch was perfectly new in itſelf. 


£ 1 | | AGREEABLY 
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AckEFEARL V to that ſpirit and politeneſs which T had, 
and have ſince experienced in the gentlemen of Ireland; 
many, immediately became my eycouragers, by an annual ſub- 
ſcription of two guineas, according io the terms of my plan. 


Tnvs gentlemen are candidly informed, of the cauſe 
which originally brought me to this kingdom, of the dif- 
couraging event which had moved me to quit it; and of the 
circumſtances which at length determin'd me to ſettle here : 
And had Ireland been a country, in no reſpe& inviting to a 
ſtranger, yet T'ſhould have been very eaſily perſuaded to re- 


main in it; for I think I could be reconciled to live in Lap- 
land, almoſt as ſoon as England; 'for tho? not ſo cold; yet, 
the injuries I ſuffered from the outrage of its people, and the 


laws delay, has rendered it leſs defirable to me, than any 
other country that I know of. 


'T $HALL-now, for the information of gentlemen who are 
not acquainted with-it, beg leave to ſhe w how I was introduced 
into that honourable connection which ſubſiſts between the 
DuBLin SoclETY and me. 


I nave already faid, that in January 1764, I publiſhed 


a ſhort ſketch of my former plan; ſoon after Which, the So- 
CIETY did me the honour to elect me an honourary member 


of their body; of which, I had not the leaſt intimation, nor 
even of its being thought of, until I was favoured with a 
meſſage to attend the SOctETY; when, upon my entering their 
room of meeting, I was informed of the honour they had 
done me; and alſo, that they had ſeen my plan; and ap- 
proved of it ſo much, as to make me a tender of their pa- 


tronage; of which it will be imagined, I could not but be 
ambitious ; and that more particularly, as it came upon the 


molt, generous terms; unſolicited by me. ; 


- , Tux treaty having gone on thus far, it was propoſed to 


give me £100, as an encouragement on their part, to pro- 
ceed with my undertaking : Upon this, a difficulty aroſe ; 
for it was, and is ſtill againſt one of your by-laws, that any 


member of your body ſhould receive any reward, emolu- 


ment, or advantage for any ſervice, beyond a gold medal. 


Ir 
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Ir then became a que ſtion, whether I could relinquiſh 
the honour they had done me, and the Gentlemen preſent, 
| having determined that any man might withdraw himſelf 
from being a member of your corporation; the board in- 
ſtructed the chair to aſk me, whether I would be willing to 
withdiaw myſelf from being a member; in order, as it was 
politely expreſſed, to give them tbe advantage of my labours, 
and the pleaſure of encouraging my undertaking. 


EMBARRASSING as this queſtion might have been, it will 
hardly be. imagined, that I could inſiſt upon holding the 
| honourable mark of diſtinction they had been pleaſed to con- 
ſer upon me; when the very Gentlemen who had conferred 
it, in ſuch a manner, and upon ſuch terms, aſked me to re- 


linquiſh it; and therefore, however reluQtant, 1 did n 
che being a member of your body. 


Tux SOciETY then were pleaſed to vote me the ſum of 
£260, as an encouragement on their part, to proceed withi my 


: undertaking; and I received eatery ne Naas 
ments to make in the year 1764. 


1 
— * 


ha in addition to theſe ſeveral NG of their appro- 
bation ; they were pleated, immediately to make an order, 
-that 1 + Hae | always be admitted into their room of meeting, 
altho' I am not a member: a reſolution, conferring a mark of 
their eſteem, which I value much higher, than that of being 
a member; becauſe it is ſingular, becauſe } am the only 
man who is. not a member, to whom ſuch indulgence has as 


et been allowed; and from hence it is, that I have aye 
* the honour of a ſeat in your room of OG 


* may n not be an improper apology 6e me to oy. that 
when I publiſhed my plan in January 1764, 1 did not know 
that the encouragement of the Soc iE v, extended to any iin- 
dertakings beyond the bounds of their annual premiums, and 
therefore: it was, that I did not addreſs the plan | was en- 

.  Baging. info: the i but to the Public in N 


Tuus I became known ti to > the Socikrx; and thus it was 
that 1 ſhared of your bounty and encouragement : circum- 
- ances, which, from my being altogether a ſtranger, conveyed 


an 


CY 3 


an idea to me, that theſe ſeveral marks of diſtinguiſhing 


favour and approbation, were ſuch inſtances of the SocttTrY's 
confidence; as could not but excite in my mind, a molt 
grateful remembrance of it, as well as an ardent defire to 
acquit myſelf with an integrity and application, in ſome de- 
gree, anſwerable to ſuch faith and generoſity. 


ArLow me to ſay, a generoſity, which I eſteem much 
higher, than all I have recc:ved fince ; becauſe, at that time, 
the SOCIETY knew not with any degree of certainty, whether 
I was in any reſpect capable of executing what I had propoſed 
to the publick; or even, whether I had a ſufficient ſenſe of 
their confidence and generoſity to prompt me to do it: Where- 
as, the ſeveral ſums which have been advanced ſince at dif- 
ferent times, and upon different occaſions, have ariſen from 
your knowledge and experience of my endeavours in your 
jervice, and thereby became my wages: But the firſt £100, 
was merely a bounty of venture; an earneft of your willing- 
neſs to promote an undertaking, which, from its feaſibility, 
promiſed information and example to the publick. | 


NaverTHELESS, from the oppoſition I have lately met 


with, I am luſpicious, that ſome of the gentlemen of your 


body are either ſtrangers to theſe things, or have forgotten 


the repeated inſtructions, with which the SocteTyY has been 


pleaſed to honour me, and therefore ſuppoſe, that I have 
proceeded with my experiments at my own diſcretion. To 
remove then, theſe miſconceptions, permit me in the courſe 


of this remonſtrance to introduce the ſeveral inſtructions of 


the Soc ir x at different times; thereby, alſo to ſhew how 
far I had been juſtihed, had I even proceeded at my own 


diſcretion ; and here I ſhall not improperly begin with the 
firſt inſtructions. 


Ox the 5th. day of April 1765, the SociE TV 
made the following Order, viz. 


ORDERED, 


* THAT io be paid to Mr. Baker, to defray his ex- 
i pences, and as a recompenſe for the trouble he ſhall be at, 


in making experiments in the culture of turnips, cabbage, 


* cabbage turnips, ſpring wheat, common wheat and bar- 
« ley; and in ſuch other articles of huſbandry, as ſhall be 


* recommended by the Society; Mr. Baker reporting the 
effects 
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* effects of his experiments to the SociE TY, at the proper 


« ſeaſons.” | 


THrvs gentlemen ſee, that in the firſt ſetting out, I was 
inſtructed by the SocitTy, as to the experiments I was to 
enter upon —* And ſuch other articles of buſbandry as ſhall be 
% recimmended by th: S:ciety,” aſſuredly ſeem to convey, 
that it was the intention of the SoctETY, that I ſhould pro- 
ceed further than that year, becauſe the 5th. of April was 
too late to recommend ”? any further articles that year; 
but it could not be the intention that I ſhould proceed after 
that year without further payment; for ſay they, Mr. 
% Baker reporting the else, bis experiments at-the proper 
« ſeaſons,” Surely, this ſeems to imply a ſucceſſion of 
years; and conſequently, as frequent payment for my 
„ trouble and expences””, and fo the event proved. 


Bur as I was a ſtranger to the Socir x, and theSocrtry 
ſtrangors to me; I could not then ailow myſelf to build any 
expectations upon the emphatical conſtructions this order will 
bear; but relied wholly upon the manner that 1 :ſhould ac- 
quit myſelf, and the diſcernment and juſtice of the Socikr x. 


Ax p therefore, in obedience to the above inſtructions; 
and in diſcharge of the truſt repoled in me; in February, 
1765, I made my report to the Socikr v, of the experiments 
and enquiries, which 1 had made in the preceeding year; 


upon which, the SOCIETY were ſo kind as to pals the ſollow- 
ing reſolutions. | 


Res oLuTIONS, which delicacy would never allow me to 
publſh with my annual reports; becauſe, 1 wiſhed to build 
a fame upon my actions and conduct; and not attempt to 
anticipate it, by ſhewing the world how 1 ſtocd with the 
DuBLIN SOCIETY. „ 


Sorry I am, that I am reduced to the neceſſity: of doing 
it at all; I did ii beſore in the Freeman's Journal; ir juſtification 
of the SOCIETY ; but now, Iam obliged to do it in my own ; 


thereby to ſhew, how my inplicit faith and confidence in the 


Scciety, has been excited from time to time. © © | 


Ara mecting of the DuBLix Socttty on Thurſday, 


<* February 5th 1765, The Reverend Mc. .Archdeacen 


Mann informed the Society, that the Commitice of the 
role Society had on Thuriday Jail (according to order) ta- 
= bn N Ken 
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„rr 
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E 
<« ken into conſideration, the account given by Mr. Jabn 
« Wynn Baker of the experiments made by him in Agricul- 


* ture, and had come to ſome reſolutions thereupon, which 


he was ready to report to the SoctETY, when they will be 
6 pleaſed to receive the fame.” 


© ORDERED, 
«© That the ſaid report be now received.” 


Then the report was read, and the material parts thereof 
are, as follows, | | 
© RESOLVE Dy 


c THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that Mz. 
Jahn Wynn Baker hath made experiments in the ſeveral 


articles of Huſbandry, recommended by the Soci Er x, with 


great accui acy and ſkillfulneſs, and that he hath diſcharged 
* the truſt repoſed in him, to the entire ſalisfaction of thi 
Committee.“ | 


* RESOLVED, 
* THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that it 
«© would be an advantage to the public, that an additional 
* ſum be given to Mr. Baker, to defray his expenccs, &c. . 


« and that he report the reſult of his experiments to the 
& SOCIETY, | 


Tur the queſtion being put upon each of the ſaid 
ce reſolutions, whether the SoctETY agreed with their Com- 
«« mittee in the fame. 


I paſſed in the affirmative, nemine contradicente.“ 


Ax p then the Soc1ETY were pleaſed to order me the fur- 
ther ſum of . 200, that I might proceed with my plan in 


making experiments in agriculture, for the inſpection and 


information of the public, and that I ſhould report the effefts 
to the SociE r 1; and this ſum was immediately ordered with- 
out a ballot, after paſſing the above reſolutions. 


Tn SOCIETY voting me this ſum for making experiments 
for the Year 1765, with the circumſtance of their having 
been pleaſed to order my report to be printed, and 500 co- 
pies to be taken for their uſe and diſtribution ; put my plan 
into ſuch a ſituation, as rendered me liable to the calls and 
applications of all people, and of which the public availed 

themſelves, 


E 


themſelves, by applying to me perſonally and by letter from 
many parts of the kingdom; they very properly conſidering 
this place as an academy, to which they had a right to apply 
for information, as I was paid by the DoBLIN Society 
for the public ſervice in general; whereas, my original plan, 
rendered me liable to the calls of none but ſuch, as ſhould 
become encouragers of my undertaking. 


As I now had the ſtrongeſt reaſons, from the unanimous 
reſolutions already ſtated, to conſider myſelf eſtabliſhed with 
the SoctETY ; I could no longer, conſiſtently with thoſe diſ- 
intereſted motives, which, without boaſting, I can ſay, have 
guided my actions, allow myſelf to accept of any further pri- 
vate encouragement from individuals; when the DusBLir 
SOCIETY, had thus adopted my plan, had thus removed it 
from private proteQion and private uſe, for the public ſer- 
vice in general ; and therefore, upon theſe reſolutions of the 
SOCIETY, I relinquiſhed all further private encouragement, 
as many gentlemen can teſtity, who have, perſonally and 
by letter, propoſed to be ſubſcribers. 


THE SOCIETY will permit me to appeal to their candid 
judgment; whether, if I had continued, after they had thus adop- 
ted my labours, to accept of private encouragement, it would 
not have betrayed in me an avarice as well as diffidence of 
their faith and flabiliiy? On the contrary, I had the ſtron- 
geſt reaſons to have the moſt implicit confidence in their pro- 
teQion ; and have always endeavoured to conduct their buſi- 
neſs in ſuch a manner, as, I hoped, would inſure it to me. 


On the 25th. of July, following, that is, in the Year 
1765, the Society were pleaſed to make the following Order; 
of which, the Aſſiſtant Secretary adviied me by letter ; and 
which was the firſt intimation I had thereof. 


„ ORDERED, 


„ 'THAT it be recommended to Mr. Baker, that with all 
© convenient ſpeed, he will, among his experiments in 
& agriculture, allot a portion of ground. (not leſs than one 
« acre}, for the culture of wheat in drills, horſe-hoing the 
4 intervals; and that he alſo allot another portion of ground, 
& (the ſame quantity) for the culture of wheat in broad-caſt; 
& that theſe two portions of ground lie as contiguous to 2 
© other 
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& other, and as much of the ſame ſort of ſoil as may bez 
te that they be both ſown with the ſame ſeed, and that Mr. 


© Baker report his obſervations, reſulting from this experi- 
** ment to the Society.” 


HERE it appears, that I was abſolutely, and without con- 
ſulting me how far it might be compatible with the diſpoſi- 
tion of my experiments then depending, inſtructed to enter 
upon à ſet of comparative experiments on the culture of 
wheat; and expreſsly on the drill culture of it, —It will 
hardly beimagined that the So ci x could poſſibly mean, that 
I ſhould only make that ſingle experiment: to ſuppole fo, 
would certainly have been an affront to them, and diſgrace- 
ful to me; becauſe a ſingle experiment for one year could 
not anſwer the queſtion cf the SOCIETY ; which it is manifeſt 
was calculated, io aſcertain the comparative merit, of the 
two ſpecies of culture named in the order ; but had I gone 


further in the enquiry than the SocttTyY intended, they 
ſurely would have ſignified it to me. 


AND yet, after I entered upon this comparative experi- 
ment, I frequently heard that ſome gentlemen were diſ- 
ſatisfied that I entered upon it at all; and were of opinion 
that | ſhould turn my attention to winter paſtures; I had 
firſt begun upon them; ard had I been ſuffered to follow 
my own choice, I ſhould have purſued them for a longer 
time, for many reaſons ; but then it was urged that this 
is a graſs country, and that they were not neceſſary; and 
whilſt I was upon them, ſome were complaining that I 
entered not upon wheat, forgeting that my firſt inſtructions 
were out of time, and that for wheat, the land requires 2 
years preparation. Here I began to find the impoſſibility 
of pleaſing every one. I obeyed my inſtruQtions, and yet 
I found diſſatis faction grow every day; and | own my mind 
began to be diſturbed, becauſe I wiſbed to oblige —Amongſt 
ſuch a variety of opinions, what could I do? ——1 imagined, 
(and I hope properly) the direct line for me, was implicitly 


to follow the inſtructions which the SocttTyY were pleaſed 
to give me. 


I Do not to this day, know who the gentleman was, that 
moved the Soc1ETy for theſe inſtructions; and I am ſure no 
member will ſay I was ever conſulted about it, or that I 
knew any thing of it, until the order was made. 


PErERxI1T 
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PrRuir me, my much honur'd Patrons, to appeal to 
your united judgment as a body, and to y member in- 
dividually, whether the Soc1ET yr 's makingorders of this kind, 
inſtructing me to enter upon experiments, which ſhall take 
up Years to execute, is not tacitly informing me,. that I 
ſhall be paid for my trouble and expence, as your reſolutions 
expreſs it? — Would it not be highly injurious in me to 
come before the Soc ix, and enquire whether they will 
pay me, for executing ſuch orders? 


AnD yet, unhappily, it has latterly been a matter of 
doubt, a matter of debate, when the very order which in- 
ſtructs me, is an implied contract on the part of the Socixr v: 
upon the faith of that, I prepare for, and execute, my truſt 
and confidence being in the honour of the Society, of which, 
their order of inſtructions is the pledge. —And yet, after all, 
it depends upon a ballot, whezher I ſhall be paid or not. 
And what renders this ſtill more formidable to me and my 
undertakings is, that by a late by-law, tuo thirds muſt be 
for the affirmative, to carry this queſtion; though I am 
executing under expreſs orders,. which I believe have always 
paſſed unanimouſly. I appeal to gentlemens own feeling, if 
when they have given their affirmative to the paſſing in- 
ſtructions for me to execute under, they can eaſily reconcile 
the giving a negative to theSociETY's fulfilling their part ot 
the contract. No, I am ſure they cannot, and therefore I 
am perſuaded, when that has been the caſe, it has ariſen 
from mere forgetfulneſs and miſtake. —And if gentlemen will 
pleaſe to conſider, a negative in this caſe, as to my being 
paid for executing as I am inſtructed, is a negative upon the 
preceeding tranſaction of the Society. 


I nar beg leave to take notice of another circum- 
ſtance, that ſhortly followed the order of inſtructions juſt 
now recited, which could not but. very much increaſe 
confidence in the honout of the Socixr Y. Namely, that of 
your petitions to Partiament- in the Seffion of 1765, and 
repeated again in the Seſſion 1767, in both which you 


ſay: 


Tur your petitioners have at conſideruble expence, 
© cauſed ſeveral experiments to be made, in various methods 
of farming, and have eftabliſhed' a manufactory of im- 


«6 plements 


— Ps OR — — — — —— l 
. 4 — — Sa 1 


— — 


( ns ) 


t plements of huſbandry, according to the lateſt practice of 
« the beſt Engliſſi farmers. They have alſo bound appren- 
cc tices to a gentleman eminently ſkilled in the theory, and 
C experienced in the practice of agriculture ; ſeveral boys, 
« who were educated in the work-houſe of Dublin, and are 
c now maintained at the expence of the Socikr v, it being 
c their intention to keep a ſucceſſion of apprentices, in 
cc order to: ſupply the diſtant parts of the country, with 
« ſkilful workmen and huſbandmen.“ 


* 


* 


Tux Socter v hereby conſerred an honour upon me ſo 
ſingular in itſelf, and I believe totally unprecedented for 
them, to reſt any part of the merit of their petitions to 
parliament for aid, upon the ſervices they had been pleaſed 
to think the publick had received from me, an individual 
employed by them, that my gratitude doubly animated my 
zeal in their ſervice; and when I have compared their 
repeated reſolutions, with the words of theſe petitions, I 
could not but ſuppoſe myſelf firmly eſtabliſped with the 
SOCIETY, and that my undertakings would ever ſhare your 
paremtal care, protection and encouragement, without ha- 
Zzard, ſo long as my conduct and application to them ſhould 
ſtand unimpeached. | 

Ox: the 13th of March 1766, after paſſing reſolutions 
ſimilar to thoſe already recited, the SociE r were pleaſed to 
vote me the ſum of { 200 to proceed with, and extend my 
experiments that year; and I do not recolle&, that any 
difficulty aroſe upon the queſtion.— This was a further con- 


firmation of the reaſon I had to conſider myſelf eſlabliſhed 
with the SOCIETY. 


Ox: the 24th of June following, as if misfortune was de- 
termined'to purſue me, it may be remembered my whole 
affairs were overthrown by an accidental fire. Unſolicited, 
and unknown to me, until I ſaw it in the publick papers, 
the Soor, moſt kindly and humanely, addreſſed the 
publick on my behalf; for which I cannot but repeat my 
moſt' grateful acknowledgments. 


Wurd 1 added this circumſtance to the repeated reſo- 


lutions of the SoctETY, and the honourable mention of m 


undertakings in their petition to Parliament a few months 
before; I conſidered it as the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſtriking 


teſtimon 


5 
teſtimony I could have of their anxiety for the re-eſtabliſh - 
ment of my undertakings, and aſſured myſelf, that nothing 
leſs than ſome great negligence in my condud, could en- 


danger that protection, which I had ſuch repeated reaſons 
to confide in. 


AnD yet, when it came before the Socikr r on the 5th 
of June 1767 to determine the payment of my annual 
ſtipend, for anſwering the calls of the publick, and for re- 
peating and extending the experiments for the ſucceding year, 
(ſome of which were then depending under your expreſs in- 
firuftions.) 1 was ſurpriſed by a ſplitting of my annual 
allowance, and giving me only { 100 inſtead of two. 


I own I was much ſurpriſed at this; and that more 
particularly, as it followed the unhappy event of my fire, 


which theSocitTyY had ſo emphatically recommended to the 


conſideration of the publick ; but I was deſired by the Vice- 
Preſident then in the chair, ts procecd with the ſame alacrity 
in the proſecution of my undertakings which I bad pratiſed, 
and not to be diſcouraged ; for, that I might reſt aſſured of 
being ſupparted as liberally as ever by the Society. 


Tux Vice Preſident would not have given me this aſſu- 
rance, if it had not been the ſenſe of the So cir v then aſſem- 
bled ; and this gentleman, I thank God, for mine and the 
ſake of the publick is yet alive, and if what I have here 
recited be not true, his love of juſtice and truth, I am ſure 
will induce him to confute me. 


Ir ] had never had any other inducement to confide in 
the honour of the SOCIETY, [ſubmit it to gentlemen, whether 
his aſſurance from your chair was not ſuch, as any man of 


common faith would, and ought to have relied upon? and 


therefore | remained ſatisfied with that aſſurance; con- 
cluding that perhaps, ſome reaſons of immediate ceconomy- 
vere neceſſaty, which became not me to enquire into. 


Axp yet, what appeared to me more extraordinary 
than all, was, that upon the ballot of the 11th of December 
following tor the { 109 of which I had been abridged for 
my ſervice of that year, there appeared 35 negatives, 
and although the queſtion was carried by a majority of 
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fourtcen (for which I am truly thankful to every gentleman 
on that ſide) yet, I could not but be much alarmed at ſuch 
an event. | 


Ax event, which I was totally at a loſs to account for; 
becauſe it was fo diametrically oppoſite to the repeated re- 
ſolutions of thg SocttTr, the tendency of their petitions to 
Parliament (that of 1767 juſt having gone into the houſe) 
their addreſs to the publick in my behalf, after the fire, and 
ſo contrary to the ſolemn allurances which I received 
from the chair on the 5th of June, in manner already men- 
tioned z and repugnant to the inſtructions which I had receiv- 
ed from time to time, and under which I was acting. 


Bur upon enquiring who the minority were, I had the 
mortification to find, that prejudices had ariſen in the minds 
of gentlemen, who had not given themſelves time to appeal 
to the judgment of their eyes in preterence to that of their 
ears, and who therefore were unacquainted with what I had 
been doing in their ſervice and that of the publick. I had 
the mortification to find that theſe prejudices owed their 
growth and influence to unkind miſrepreſentations, to perſonal 
diſappointments, and, even in ſome caſes, to my not having 
paſſively yielded to perſonal affront. 


Wir a tone of contempt, tacitly ſignifying it as an 
apology for the treatment I have ſometimes received, I have 
been called the ſervant of the Soc1tTy : As ſuch, I am proud 
of being conſidered ; but there are degrees of ſervants in 
every (tation of life; and in proportion to the exalted dignity 
of the DuBLin SocitTY, by ſo much I conſider myſelf as 
honoured by that ſervice ; becauſe it is not the ſervice of a 
ſlave, it is not the ſervice of a porter; but it is a ſervice of 
truſt and confidence: How far I have acquitted myſelf therein, 
appeal to the annual refolutions of the SocttTy, their, peti- 
tions to Parliament, and the ſentiments of the publick. 


Uros theſe principles, my much bencured Patrons, per- 
mit me to appeal to your candour and juſtice; how right it is, 
that I, as your ſervant, ſhould be embarraſſed by a doubt, 
whether I thall be paid for my trouble and expence” in car- 
Tying on and extending your experiments; experiments, which 


dau have from time to time directed, as your own reſolutions, are 


my 
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my witnefles, and which I have been, and am now 
carrying on under your expreſs inſtructions. 


I am not unmindful, that it will be urged, the Society 
pay me before-hand for my experiments : in ſome few caſes 
T admit they have done ſo; but were that the caſe in every 
particular, I humbly conceive, it is not therefore concluſive, 
that my undertakings, (which are connected like a chain, one 
link of which being broken renders the whole uſeleſs) ſhould 
ſuddenly and abruptly be overthrown : But the caſe is far 
otherwiſe; and muſt always, unavoidably be ſo with every expe- 
riment ſown in autumn, and generally with every one ſown in 
ſpring alſo ; which every gentleman acquainted with country 
buſineſs will eaſily conceive, for the ſeaſons offer but once a 
year. But from the faith, which a man in my ſituation muſt, 
and ought to have in the Socikr y; preparations for ſuceed- 
ing experiments, and the bulk of the expence muſt com- 
mence long before the queſtion comes under your conſider- 
ation as to the payment; which renders my caſe particularly 
hard; becauſe, after that preparation in a great meaſure 1s 
executed, and the expence incurred, it remains a matter 
of chance, whether I ſhall be paid or not: And therefore, 
I am thrown altogether, as to my part, upon the faith I have 
in the SOCIETY, and in which, I could not but have the moſt 
implicit confidence, for the many reaſons already mentioned; 
and therefore, the obſtructions which have happened, muſt 
be the more alarming to me. But if my ſervice be no longer 
neceſſary, or ſuch undertakings are thought unworthy the pro- 
tection of the SoctuTyY ; I humbly ſubmit it to thr conſider- 
ation, whether it would not be right topay me my wages with- 
out a negative, as ail other ſervants are paid, and then diſmiſs 
me honourably or reproachtully, as all other ſervants are di- 
miſſed, . according to their deſerts. | 


ALTHo? it is with the greateſt pleaſure, that J have con- 


ſidered myſelf as a ſervant to the SocteTyY ; and tho? it has 


always been with eager chearfulneſs that I have obeyed, and 
anſwered the calls of any member of the SocttTY ; yet, I 
humbly apprehend, that my being a fervant to your cor- 
poration, does not render me a ſervant to any individual there- 
of; neither do I conceive, that it gives any one a latitude to 
treat me beneath that character, which I have hitherto, and 
| hope, always ſhail ſupport. 

STILL 


now 


1 
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STILL admitting myſelf in the capacity of a ſervant to 
the Socixr v; I hope | have not been miſtaken in conſidering 
it a ſervice peculiar in itſelf ; and perhaps the moſt honour- 
able, which has been appointed ſince your inſtitution ; be- 
cauſe it is a ſervice, which, in every ſtage, and every cir- 
cumſtance attendant upon it, is calculated for co-operating 
with, and promoting, the original deſign of your inſtitution; 
and correſponds immediately with the baſis of your charter: 
Thence ariſes that intercourſe which the Soc iE * honoured 
me with, by their reſolution of admitting me into your room 
of meeting; and, hence ariſes that mutual faith and con- 


fidence which ſhould ſubſiſt between the Soctety, and a man 


employed as I am. 


Coxscious that I ever exerciſed my utmoſt endeavours 
to acquit myſelf with that integrity which you had a right to 
expect, and wiſhing that the So ci i ſhould be well informed 
by inſpection into what 1 am doing in your ſervice; I did 


_ requeſt ſome gentlemen to move tor a committee to come 


down hither occaſionally to examine into the manner of my 
conducting your buſineſs, and the nature of my conduct in 
your ſervice ; and accordingly, ſuch a committee, amount- 
ing to thirty ſeven, was appointed on the 20th day of March, 
1766, as will appear upon your books; and I myſelt drew. 
out the liſt of the names compoſing that committee, which 
names are upon your paper. This was as much as I could 
do, to ſhew how willing and deſirous I was, that the SocteTrY 
ſhould be well, truly, and fully informed of my application 
or negligence : But I never was ſo happy as to have the at- 
tendance of this committee. 


Maxy individuals, members of the SocIETY, have fre- 
quently, ( may almoſt ſay daily) viſited me; and ſome have been 
generous enough to tell me, they came to view my labours, 
prejudiced againſt me : Favourable repreſentations have been 
frequently made by ſuch gentlemen at your meetings: And 
yet, unkind ſuggeſtions have been frequently thrown out by 

ſome, who have never ſeen what I am doing; but ſeemed 
to have formed their opinions upon the repreſentations of 
ſome perſon or perſons, whoſe conduct, perhaps, I may 
have had much reaſon to be diſſatisfied with in other particu- 
lars, as will hereaſter appear; and thence, unmerited and 
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8 . l unprovoked prejudices have been productive of attempts, 
—_—_ injurious to me and my undertakings. 


Tuts committee never having viſited me, and I finding 
that miſrepreſentations grew, and began to operate upon 
the minds of ſome gentlemen of your body, whoſe appro- 
bation I am ambitious of; I determined to take a more 
publick ſtep, to ſhew how little I feared, but rather, how 
much [I wiſhed publick inſpection ; and therefore, in the 
month of May 1768, by repeated advertiſement in the 
Dublin Journal (as the moſt circulating paper in this king- 
dom) I invited all degrees of men to come and view my ex- 
periments then depending ; and indeed the numbers who 
came from all parts, of every degree, were very pleaſing to 
me; and I did hope, the very act of inviting the publick in 
that manner, would have removed ſome of the prejudices 
which had been conceived. 


Bur when the queſtion came before you laſt ſpring, re- 
ſpecting my annual allowance for this year's experiments; 
could not but be greatly ſhocked at finding, upon the con- 
cluſion of that queſtion, an amendment to your propoſed 
reſolutions, which conveys an inſinuation of doubt, reſpect- 
ing my executing the experiments.—That I may not be 
miſunderſtood, I ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe the proceedings 

and reſolutions of theSoctETyY reſpeCting me on the two days, 
which related to this buſineſs, as they ſtand upon your books. 


At a meeting of the DuBLIN Soc v, 
April 20, 1769. 


« Dr. Law reported from the committee for agricul- 
& ture, purſuant to an order of the SOCIETY of the 2d of 
« March laſt, the ſaid committee having taken into con- 
& ſideration Mr. Jabn Il ynn Baker's report of experiments in 
« agriculture, made in the year 1768, under the SocteTY's 
„% directions, had come to the following reſolutions.“ 


«© RESOLVED” 


« THAT it appears to this committee that Mr. Jobn 
I,ynn Baker bath fully diſcharged himſelf of the truſt re- 
66 poſed 
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poſed in him by the SocteTy, in making experiments in 
agriculture ſor the year 1768.“ 


* 


c 
c 


C RegoLVvVED,” 


% That it is the opinion of this committee that the en- 
abling of Mr. Baker to proceed in repeating and extending 
* his experiments, would conduce much to the improvement 
* of agriculture in this kingdom.“ 


4 


REsolvEp,“ 


c THArx 15 the opinion of this committee that it would 
„be of great uſe, if Mr. Baker were directed by the So- 
© CIETY to extend his experiments particularly in regard to 
« the maintainance of cattle both in ſummer and winter 
* ſeaſons.” 


&© RESOLVED,” 


* THAT it is opinion of this committee, that the printing 
* of Mr. Baker's report of experiments in agriculture made 
* in the year 1768, would be of great advantage to the 
“ publick.”. 


„% THEN the queſtion being ſeverally put upon each of 
© the ſaid reſolutions, the Socikxr x agreed with their 
«© committee in the ſame.” 


«© ORDERED,” 


© THAT it be an in/irufion to Mr. Baker to extend his 
« experiments in regard to the maintainance of cattle, both 
& in the ſummer and winter ſeaſons.” 


« PROPOSED,” 


* ThHaT the ſum of Z{200 be paid to Mr. Fobn 
% Wynn Baker, to defray the expence, and as a recom- 
*« pence for the trouble he ſhall be at, in repeating and 
extending his experiments this preſent year.“ 


© OgDERED,” 


* 'THAT the ſaid propoſal do lie on the table according to 
« a by-law. 
© PROPOSED," 
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© PROPOSED,” 


& THAT one thouſand copies of Mr. Baker's report of 
t experiments in agriculture for the year 1768, be printed 
* for the uſe of the SociE rx, at a price not exceeding on 
* ſhilling and one penny each.” 


«© ORDERED,” 


% THAT the ſaid propoſal do lie on the table according to 
© a by-law. 


At a meeting of the DUBLIN SOCIETY, 
May 4, 1769. 


* The SOCIETY having taken into conſideration the pro- 
* poſal of the 20th of April laſt, of paying to Mr. Baker 
the ſum of £200, to defray the expences, and as a re- 
e compence for the trouble he ſhall be at in repeating and 


„extending his experiments in agriculture this preſent 
„ year.” 


* A MOTION was made for an amendment in the ſaid 
„ propoſal, by inſerting the words one bundred pounds, in- 
« ſtead of the words two hundred pounds, and the queſtion 
ec being put,” 


Ii paſſed in the negivate.” 


& A MOTION was then made, that the ſaid propoſal be 


« amended, by ſtanding as follows.” 


«* THAT the ſum of £100 be now paid to Mr. John 


cc Wynn Baker towards defraying his expences in repeating 


% and extending his experiments in agriculture the enſuing 
6 year, and alſo the further ſum of { 100 on the firſt Thur- 
« day in December next, as a full recompence for his trouble 
and expences in purſuing the ſame. Provided it ſhall ap- 
« fear by a report from the committee for agriculture, 


« which report muſt be agreed te by the SOCIETY, y 1 
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e fhall have faithfully and fully executed the truſt repeſed in 
bim. And the queſtion being put,” 


It paſſed in the affirmative, without a diviſion. 


© Tre the Socikrx having proceeded to ballot on the 
% ſaid propoſal ſo amended, and the queſtion being carried 
in the afhrmative.” 


«© ORDERED,” 


„Tuar the ſum of {100 be now paid to Mr. Jh 
« Inn Baker, towards defraying his expences in repeating 
* and extending his experiments in agriculture the enſuing 
* year, and alſo the further ſum of £100 on the firſt Thur /- 
day in December next, as a full recompence for his trou- 
ce ble and expences in purſuing the ſame ; provided it ſhall 
« appear by a report from the committee for agriculture, 
* which report muſt be agreed to by the Soc ix r, that he 
„ ſhall have faithfully and fully executed the truſt rune 
in him.“ 


cc OrvereD,” 


« Tnar, purſuant to a propoſal of the 2oth of April 
&« laſt, 1000 copies of Mr. Baker's report of experiments 
6-26 agriculture for the year 1768, be printed for the uſe of 
the SOCIETY, at a price not exceeding 13. 1d. each.“ 


&« PROVIDED, it ſball appear by a report from the com- 
e mittee for acricultare, which report muſt be agreed to by 
„ the SOCIETY, that be ſhall bave faithjully , ane, fully exe- 
e cuted the truſt repeſed i in bim. 


Ir the gentleman who propoſed this addition, by way of 

a third amendment, to the amended, amendment, had any 
real foundation for ſuppoſing, that I ſhould now fail in point 
of integrity or application, in diſcharge of the truſt you had 
propoſed to intruſt me with, according to your annual and cuſ- 
tomary manner; | conceive it was his indiſpenſible duty to in- 
form the SocizTyY thereof ; becauſe, when there really is any 
foundation for apprehending, that ſo old a ſervant as I am; 
and one, in whom much confidence muſt unavoidably be 
repoſed from the nature of my employment; ſhould be 8 
pable 
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_—— . pable of diſingenuity in any reſpect; it would be full and 

—_—. warrantable reaſon for your not repoſing any further confi- 
dence at all ; but diſgraceful to you, to hold any farther 
intercourſe or connection with me.—But if he cannot ſhew 
any reaſon for ſuch inſinuation; of which he will be con- 
vinced, if he will come hither ; ſurely, every man of candour 
and generoſity; every man who js tenacious of his own 
character; will ſee with abhorrence, the injuſtice of inſinu- 
ations, which imply diffidence, (becauſe diffidence implies 
imputation) when no real cauſe can be ſhewn; except what 
ariſes from unmcrited prejudice. 


Wurs this amendment to the amended amendment was 
propoſed, it was only the motion of one man, but when it 
paſſed your board, it then became the act of your body! 
From that circumſtance my feelings are ſenfibly touched; and 
therefore ] beg, to dwell a little upon the ſubject, with an 
hope of its being hereaſter explained; for otherwiſe, it muſt 
remain an uncconiroverted, and unimpeached record upon 
vour books, of imputaiion upon me, whoſe name frequently 
appears therein, in another manner; and were to paſs over 
in filence this meaſure ;z it is not improbable, but ſhortly, 
that might be urged as a tacit ac quieſcence and conſciouſ- 
res, that | merit the imputation which the amendment im- 
plies. | | 


Arp I am encouraged to ſolicit this explanation ; becauſe 
Jam ſure the SecteETY would not in their united capacity, 
willingly ſtigmatize any man with injurious inſi uations, 
whoſe delinquency they are not aſſured of; and more par- 
ticularly one, whom they have ſo frequently, ſo publickly, 
and ſo ſolemnly diſtinguiſhed, by many ſingular marks of 
taveur and approbation. 


WuxkRE confidence and approbation is mutually ſubſiſt- 
ing, it is, from principles ingrafted in the heart of man, 
product ive of one of the nobleſt ſentiments, human nature 
is capable of, —Friendſbip: a writer, who probes the virtuous 
paſſions as much as any other I know of, ſays; | | 


© ————- Friendſhip, delicate as dear; 
Of tender violations apt to die, 
Reſerve will wound it, and diſtruſt deſtroy.“ 
Taro? 
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Tuo' | am perſuaded, this third amendment paſſed by 
ſurprize, and not with any intention of imputation on the part 
of the SOCIETY at large; and tho', had that been the mode 
of proceeding from the beginning, no reflection could have 
ariſen from it.—Yet, its coming at this time of day, induces 
me to think it was rather propoled witha vie to ſome future 


purpoſe. 


Wr have frequently ſeen it has been the intentional prac- 
tice of inviduons men, to ſtain publick characters in the 
higheſt offices of truſt and confidence, by infinuations, when 
no matter of charge can be brought againit them: And 
thoſe infinuations, from the various and inventive genius of 
mankind, have ſo inflamed the imagination, that many ami- 
able characters have been held in the utmoſt deteſtation ; 
when perhaps, a politive proof of an improper conduct 
would not have been fo injurious - Hence it leems, that the 
artful aſſaſſinators of publick or private characters, and who 
wiſh to ſtab a reputation home to the very vitals, rather prefer 
the poinard of inſinuation, than attempt a poſitive charge of 
diſhonour. 


I 8HALr. not here name the gentleman who propoſed 
this amendment, but it he had any real foundation to ima— 
gine, that I ſhould not execute, or put in prachlice the experi- 
ments which your committee, (to whom my report had been 
referred) had recommended; his duty to the Socher x, his 
duty to the publick, his rr g to that honour, which ſhould 
fill the breuſt of every member of your houle, calls like a 
trumpet upon him to riſe, and declare it; in order, thereby, 
to baniſh me from vour preſence for ever: But it he cannot 
ſupport the charge, which the inſinuation apparently conveys, 
that regard which every man ſhould have to right, in pre- 
ference to wrong, ſhould induce him to rile, and make me 
full reparation —Eur, if equity ſhall not lufficiently influence 
his breaſt to do fo, | preſume to rely upon the honour, 
juſtice and virtue of the SoctETyY, to call for an explana- 
tion of this matter, in which I think myſelt materially 
injured. 


Wrrx I ſaw this amendment in print; I own, my mind 
was wounded by it; and I immediately flew to ſome gentle- 
men who were preſent on that days meeting; to whom, I 
exprellec 


— — — 


(20 3 


expreſſed my feclings upon the meaſure ; they ſaw my 
reaſons, and admitted they felt them ; but urged as a palliative, 
that the principle, upon which the amendment paſſed with- 
out oppoſition was, that I was not afraid of inſpeQion 
on the contrary, that I wiſhed it: —— I have, and do fo; 
my cauſing a committee to be ſtruck before, as I have 
already mentioned, and my mviting the publick by adver- 
tiſement, prove it; but yet, this argument flowed only from 
principles of humanity, to a mind, which they ſaw had 
much reaſon to be wounded ; but palliatives only abate in- 
flammation, they do not heal the wound, 


For I appeal to any gentleman then preſent, who may 
have been newly admitted a member, whether from the 
words of the amendment, he did not, if he conſidered it, 
conceive in his own mind that this amendment infinuated, 
that this Mr. Baker is apprehended to be a knave ? And this 
event being followed, by the feeble and malicious attack in 
the Freeman's Journal, renders the amendment much more 
intereſting to me; and permit me to think, not totally diſ- 
intereſting to the honour of the SocttTy. 


BerFore I proceed further, I beg leave to conſider this 
amendment to the amended amendment in another point of 
view; for the amendment to reduce my ſalary, and the 
other to poſtpone the payment of a part, were the propoſals 
of one gentleman, but the concluſive addition, by which I 
think myſeli more materially injured, was the propoſal of 
another and diſtin perſon; and therefore, I hope I am 
underſtood as treating them diſtinctly; for the amendment 
propoſing the abatement, aroſe from mere matter of opinion, 
that my merit is not worth / 200, but may be worth { 100—. 
but I truſt, and am not without hope that, that gentleman, 
{whoſe abilites make me wiſh for his approbation) when he 
reconſiders all circumſtances, will think with the majority, 
that 1 am tully entitled to the Z 200, for which the SocteTY's 
inſtructions to execute, are my pledge of their faith, how- 
ever little he may think of my ſervice, which, I own, I 
eſteem at an higher price than he did, when he propoſed the 
reducement. 5 


Bur 
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Bur the concluſive addition, by way of a third amend- 
ment, by the ſecond perſon, ſeems to carry more daggers 
than one, and ſhews more deſign than could readily be ſcen 
in ſo ſudden a determination; tor {aid he, 


& Provided, it ſhall appear by a report from the commitee 


of agriculture — that he ſhall have faith- 
fully and fully executed, &c. 


Tre proviſo, ſeems to imply a bar to my being paid this 
L100, altho' the experiments are in part finiſhed, and part 
depending, under the expreſs inſtrufiions of the SOCIETY 
on the 20th of April laſt. Suppoſe the committee for 
agriculture ſhould never examine the experiments, (if it was 
intended that they ſhould) in that cate it ſeems to imply that 
I am not to be paid; for they can't report if they don't ex- 
amine.——And where is their power to examine? They 
are neither requeſted or inſtructed by the So ci x to do fo. 
The gentleman ſhould certainly have moved for ſuch 
inſtructions, but that would not have aniwered his deſign ; 

which it is manifeſt, was to ſtain me with imputation, and to 

more embarraſs my affairs. He knows it is not eaſy to raiſe a 
committee to attend in town ; how much more difficult 
eight miles from town, he faw no doubt, and of which the 
non-attendance of the committee of thir:iy-jcven already 
mentioned is a proof. 


PernaPs he may urge, that his amendment imelies an 
instruction from the SoctETY to the committee for agri- 
culture, and that for the honour of the SocteTy, they will 
execute thoſe implied inſtruQions..— Upon the ſame rea- 
ſoning, for I believe he cen urge no other reaſon for their 
obedience; I appeal to him, whether I have not a right, 
for the honour of the Socikrx, to expect my full falary, 
when I am for their bonzur, and in obedience to their ex- 
preſs, and not implied inſtructions, executing their experi- 
ments ? It is plain the majority think fo, or they would not 
have given a negative to the propoſed abatement. 


AND the very words “ truſt repaſed“ in this gentlemans 
amendment ſhews he is conſcious of my having been in- 
ſtructed by the SOCIETY, as to the direction of my en- 
QUINES, | 


WHAT 
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War he meant by * faithfully” ſpeaks for itſelf; 
that he would tacitly tell the publick, that I am not faith- 
ful, and require good looking after. -I am obliged, much 
obliged to him. 


HcweveR, it is ſome conſolation to me, that the So- 
CIETY have every year paſſed reſolutions, that hitherto I 


have faithfully and fully diſcharged the truſt they had repoſed 
in me. | 


War the gentleman means by © fully” will really 
bear a very enlarged explanation: For, to have“ fully exe- 
euted the truſt refoſed in me” would be to execute, compleat 
and finiſh the experiments and enquiries the Socixr y have 
recommended particularly, as well as thoſe implied 
under their words ** repeating and extending.” So, that 
according to this gemtleman's expectations; I am, from the 
4th of May, 1769, to the 7th of December following 
to conſume all my winter paitures before the ſeaſon of tryal, 
as to their merit anduſe comes on ; and which, for the inform- 
ation and inſpection of the publics amount to nine acres z 
fix of which, are different kinds of cabbages: I am to re- 
peat the experiments I have already made, and | am fully” 
10 inveſtigate, the whole body and tribe of manures.—All_ 
this, according to this gentleman's “ fully” is to be ex- 
cuted in ſeven months and three days | I thank my God, 
] am not ſerving, all, ſuch hard maſters; for this“ fully”? 
demands impoſlibilities. 


So far, the gentleman levelled at me ; but even the Com- 
mittee for agriculture could not eſcape his cenſure : For, 
at the ſame time, that by his faithfully”? he would infinuate 
that I am un/aitbful, yet he makes my powers a compliment; 
in ſuppoſing me capable of corrupting the committee for 
agriculture ; for it 1s plain, he was atraid to truſt to their 
refort; or he could not have introduced the words 
« which repert muſt he agreed to by the SOCIETY?” for they 
were unneceſſary, as being matter of courſe. 


Ir the gentleman denies th:s conſtruction of thoſe very 
fignificant words, what conſtruction can they bear? — The 
4100 is already determined to be paid, upon a ballot, by a 
majority of ten to one. Does he mean thoſe words to make 

the 
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the determination, a ſecond queſtion? I hope not, becauſe 
that would ſeem to be playing with the honour and ſolemn 
determinations of a body, of which I have heard him ſpeak 


with reverence. 


My much honoured Patrons /! This concluſive a- 
mendment, carries an imputation with it, which no honeſt 
man can bear : Men who mean to pick your pockets, will 
fawn, and cringe, and flatter ; they will ſubmit to ſuch rubs, 
and much more; I have ſeen them do it; provided they can get 
yours, or any other publick money ; and then will be hardy 
- enough to ſay they never meant to purſue the meaſure for 
which it was granted : But honeſt truth, cannot brook the 
ſtain of falſhood ; and ſubje& to ſuch inſinuations, I would 
not ſerve any man, or any body of men upon earth.—l have 
been your truly faithful, your diligent ſervant ; I can call 
Gop to witneſs, totally diſregarding my own emolument, 
that I might the more effetually co-operate with your 
views,,—All I now aſk, all I now beg, is a thorough inveſti- 
gation of this injury, either to acquit or condemn me of 
the implied imputation, and I will thank you ; with all my 
heart, I will thank you. 


In the preceding part of this remonſtrance, I have pre- 
fumed, my much honoured Patrons, to lay before you, how 
my confidence and truſt on your annual allowance for this 
department of making experimental enquiries, has been ex- 
Cited by your own reſo/utions, and your own inſtructions. 


Jou having inſtruQed me on the 20th of laſt April, as 
juſt now recited, to employ my attention on the cheap and 
plentiful winter, and ſummer paſturing of cattle; when 1 
added thoſe, your recent inſtructions, to one of a more 
extenſive nature, which paſſed on the 23d of March laſt, 
reſpeQting manures, in the words following, I could not but 
conſider them as further, and recent confirmations of my 
pretenſions to that dependance ; becauſe theſe kind of en- 
quiries muſt be attended with a great conſumption of time, 


an employment of my land; accurate, and careful appli- 
cation, and conſiderable expence. 


At 


630) 


At a meeting of the Du s LIN SociEr x, 
| March 23d 1769. 


«© OR DERED,“ 


& 'That it be recommended to Mr. John Vynn Baker, 
* to give particular attention in the courſe of his future ex- 
& periments, to the efficacy of the different ſpecies of 
% manures in tillage and meadow ; that for this purpoſe, 
* he divides ſome one exhaultcd field into as many different 
& parts, as he can procure different kinds of manure to 
4 make trial of; that he report to this Soc1ET y the ſucceſs 
& of the various manures, upon that particular ſoil ; and 
* that it be further recommended to Mr. Baker, to make 
be the ſame experiments, it it may be done, upon different | 
* ſoils.” 


I HAPPENED to have the honour of being preſent when 
this order of inſtructions was made for the inveſtigation of 
manures; but never heard any thing of it, until the gentle- 
man who moved for theſe inſtructions, ſpoke to me in your 
own room upon the ſubject about half an hour before he 
made the motion ; which, to the beſt of my recolleQtion, 
was the firſt time Jever in my life, had the pleaſure of any 
converſation with him. 


IT has always been with the greateſt pleaſure, that I have 
received inſtructions from the SOCIETY as to the direction of 
my conduct and purſuits , becauſe they are a living juſtifi- 
cation to me upon record amongſt your tranſadtions; they 
imply inconteſtably, that I am your engaged ſervant to exe- 
cute ſuch enquiries ; and becauſe they amount on the part 
of the SOCIETY, to a tacit and implied contract and engage- 
ment with me, for all the time that ſuch enquiries and inveſti- 
gations will require. 


AFTER ſuch inſtructions, and thoſe repeated upon dif- 
ferent ſubjefts; permit me humbly to appeal to you, 
whether it wouid not be conſidered as the higheſt inſult I 
could offer to the dignity and honour of the united body of 
the DuBLiN SoCIETY, to ſuppoſe a poſſibility 1 

| | whether 
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whether I ſhould be paid or not, for my labour and expences 
in obeying and executing your ſeveral inſtructions. | 


I APPEAL even, to the few gentlemen who have for 
two or three years paſt, oppoſed my annual allowance for 
this department being paid ; whether, if after ſuch inſtruc- 
tions to any man, he were to ſay to any one of them,“ / 
doubt the SOCIETY will not pay me,” ſuch member would 
not be much offended, and feel greatly for the indignity 
offered by ſuch perſon to the SocteTyY ? 


W1rL gentlemen then be ſo good as to conſider, how 
much they endanger the dignity and honour of the So ciEÆ̃ 
in oppoſing my annual ſalary, when I am acting, ex- 
preſsly under inſtruct ions, which paſs your board with form 
and ſolemnity, and I believe, always, hitherto, unanimouſly ? 


Uyox the whole, permit me to appeal to the honour 
and juſtice of the SociETY, and to the feelings of every 
member individually; whether fo precarious a ſituation as 
this, in which I have truly repreſented my ſelf, is fit for any 
man to work upon, where certain and heavy expence, con- 
ſtant, and never ceaſing application, with ſomething more 


than every man is capable of, is to be the labour! No,— 


I muſt, I will believe, that when gentlemen come to conſider 
the hardneſs of my caſe, they will ſee the impropriety of my 
undertakings, thus trembling upon the verge of a precipice ; 
the impropriety of their employing a man in ſuch engage- 
ments under pſitive inſtructions; and then to make it a mat- 
ter of chance whether he ſhall be paid; a matter of diſ- 
cretion, on the ſide of the employer, and inſtructor, whether 


he ſhall be paid a part only of his uſual wages ; when the 


very inſtructions give him an implied promiſe of the whole, 


No, I muſt, I will believe, until I am convinced of the 


contrary, that gentlemen who have been on that fide the 
queſtion ; will, with generoſity, being thus reminded of the 
SOCIETY'S in/irufions, acknowledge they have been miſ- 
taken ; I think equity, juſtice, and the regard they muſt have 
for the honour of the SOCIETY, will lead them to ſuch 


declaration. 


Bo r if, from ſome ſtrange fatality, the contrary ſhall be 
their ſentiments ; pardon me, my much honoured partrons, 
that 


1 


Bo 1 that I declare, — 
1 cannot remain, in ſo precarious a ſervice. I can 
r ſcarce afford to ſerve you in this department, upon the terms 


] have received; and cannot at all, upon any reduced or 
abridged terms: The nature of the employment will nor 
admit of it.— 


Bor if this department, be thought worthy your »ro- 
tection under my care, abate the con'ingency, and appoint in- 
ſpeQion as frequently as you pleaſe, let there be regular 
meetings here at ſtated times, and I ſhall be your diligent, 
and moſt faithſul ſervant. 


My report, for the year 1768 was delivered in, on the 
2d of March laſt; your inſtructions for my entering upon 
the inveſtigation of manures paſſed on the 23d of the ſame 
month, and the queſtion for my annual payment did nor 
come under conſideration, until the 4th of May, when it 
met with oppoſition in manner alteady mentioned. By this 
delay, I loit the ſpring ſeaſon for entering upon the enquiries 
reſpecting the manures; and from the appearance of op- 

ſition which attended the two former annual determina- 
tions, I humbly ſubmit to the conſideration of the Society, 
what ſpirit I could have to enter upon fo new, and fo large 
a field, alitho* I was inſtruQed by the SocteTY to do fo, 
when it remained a matter of contingency whether I ſhould 
be paid for my trouble and expence ? the event ſhewed that 
my timidity and doubts, were not ill founded, for tho” | 
was poſitively and “ particularly” inſtructed; yet, the de- 
falcation of (io was attempted upon my annual allowance, 
and yet remains a matter of ſome little (tho? I don't think 
much) contingency ; for when the committee, (appointed 
by the amendment | have ſpoken of) ſhall do me the honour 
to make their ſcrutiny, I flatter myſelf the exhibition 1 ſhall 
offer to their inſpection, will meet with their approbation; 
and | hope the gentleman who propoſed that amendment 
will be one of the inſpecting committee 


As to the inſtructions which you were pleaſed to give me 
on the 23d of March for inveſtigating the efficacy of ma- 
nures, in tillage, and upon meadow.” I cannot ſuppoſe the 
Socitry expect a thorough inveſtigation of that ſubject, 
in one, two, or even three years, or cven twice that time. 
| it 
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It is a ſubject of ſuch a nature, as requires more than com- 
mon care, ſomething more than common knowledge of 
country buſineſs ; an apparatus, ſuch as farmers are not ac- 
quainted with, for tracing ſuch an inquiry into its inmoſt 
receſles; and a mind to conduct the enquiries, not embar- 
raſſed by the difficulties, and doubts, which theſe undertakings 
have involved me into. 


Tu very reſpectable and honourable majority which 
appeared upon the ſeeming compromiſe of the queſtion on 
the 4th of May, was ſuch as commands my grateful acknow- 
ledgments ; and I own, ſuch, as might highly gratify any man, 
upon almoſt any other queſtion that could ariſe, except ſuch a 
one as this; becauſe I am acting under expreſs and poſi- 
tive inſtructions; and therefore, beg leave to think, that I 
am as much entitled to my wages without abridgment or 


delay, as any other ſervant of the Society: I give my time, 


land, and expence, others only their time. And had gentle- 
men known my mind, I had much rather the queſtion for 
the full payment of my annual ſtipend, had met with a total 
negative, than to have had it ſplit or abridged: It is true, 


I ſhould have been materially hurt thereby ; how much the 


faith and honour of the Socixr y would have been intereſt- 
ed in ſuch an event, I ſubmit to the conſideration of its 
members, when they ſhall conſider that I am acting under 
the poſitive inſtructions of the Soci Ex v. 


PERMIT me, my much honoured Patrons, to ſubmit. 
a caſe to your conſideration ; truely with an intention to be 
underſtood, and not with any intention of offence. up- 

ſe any man, or any body of men ſhould direct, order, or 
inſtruct another to embark in the building an houſe, or to 
execute any other piece of work, either ſpeculatively, or 
as a ſtanding monument of convenience; will any member 
of the DuUBLin Soc1ETY, lay his hand upon his heart and 
ſay, calling Gop to witneſs his ſentiments, that he can 
conſcientiouſly, upon principles of equity, truth and juſtice, 
give a negative to ſuch a man's being paid what had been 
cuſtomarily paid upon the like occaſion ?—No, the inſtitution 
of the DusLin SociETY, is upon more liberal principles, 
and I am ſure every member of your houſe, has the principles 
of virtue and juſtice too deeply ingraftcd in his breaſt to admit 
ſuch an idea; and therefore it is manifeſt, it is as plain as the 
ſun atnoon, that the few * who give oppoſition to gs 
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annual queſtion, have been proceeding upon miſtake, tho? 
injuriouſly to the honour of the Socikr x, becauſe it is 
under their poſerive inſlructions that I am and have been 
acting. 


Bur, as the caſe really is, I have laid out my affairs for 
this buſineſs under the SocttTyY's inſtructions; my land, 
my time, and expence devoted to it ; the publick look upon 
it as an eſtabliſbed ſcheme under the SocitTy's protection; 
that J am to anſwer all their calls, to give them every in- 
formation they require, ſome of the experiments depending, 
and others prepared and preparing for; and when the quet- 
tion comes before the SocitTY, (who are the pillar and 
ſupport of the whole) as to the payment of my annual al- 
lowance for all this, if the negatives were to prevail; I am 
in a moment, withont any previous notice at all, to be diſ- 
carded ; not even paid for what is depending, and the whole 
undertakings overthrown !—Undertakirgs, which the So- 
CIETY have held out for the publick imitation, for the pub- 
lick information, and for the publick uſe. 


My much bonoured Patrons, ſhould an event like this 
happen, I might with the poet ſay, 


— — All my glories, 

In one ſhort moment blaſted ! 

Now triends like ſhadows, with the light will vaniſh, 
And ev'ry tongue be ready to accuſe; 

All benefits forgot, each fault remember'd; 

Nor will invention's baneful aid be wanting 


To blacken and defame.— 


I $HALL beg leave to lay before the SocteTyY another 
conſideration, which in this department of experimental en- 
quiries, in obedience to your inſtructions, brings a conſe- 
quential taſk upon me of infinite labour, of which the So- 

ei v ſeem not to be appriſed, becauſe it is no part of your 
poſitive inſtruQtions : Namely, that of my anſwering the 

various queſtions and applications of the publick, not only 

from very many parts of this, but from the neighbouring 

kingdom; and yet, I have always, ever ſince I conſidered 
myſelf eſtabliſhed with the Socizrr, looked upon this 
f | | Ad” | part 
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part of my buſineſs as an implied inſtruction of the So- 
CIETY ; and have therefore moſt willingly and chearfully, 


anſwered every enquiry, whether made perſonally or by 
letter. | 


It is true, when any enquiries came from a neighbouring 
kingdom, of which I have had many, I could not conſider 
my anſwering them as an implied 1aſtruction of the So- 
CIETY, but i conſidered it in another light; namely, that 
| am the ſervant of the DUBLIN Socikrx, and that there- 
fore, for their honour and credit, it was mv duty to give 


every information in my power, let the enquiry come from 
whence it might. 


THE time and application which this conſequential 
branch of my ſervice requires, has been and is more than 


can be readily conceived or imagined, and in itſelf is not 
without ſome expence. 


AND as it is now become a material part of my buſineſs, 
many gentlemen with whom | correſpond can teſtify, that 
I have, in order to enable myſelf to anſwer every one clearly 
and diſtipaly within a reaſonable time, been obliged ta 
adopt a method which gives expedition and relief to me. 
Namely, they number their queries, and keep copies of 
them, which enables me to refer to their queries by only 
writing down their numbers, and then to add my ſentiments 
upon the ſubject.— Where any philoſophical reafoning is 
neceſſary, they diveſt the query of it, and furniſh that by 
itſelf : I do the ſame; thus I am enabled to get through a 


buſineſs, which otherwiſe would betray me into great 
arrears. 


I HUMBLY ſubmit to the conſideration of the SociEr v. 
whether it can be expedted that a man is to give his time in 
this manner year after year without being conſidered for it? 
Particularly when the publick think him paid for it. I am 
aſſured what will be the reply in the breaſt of every member 
of the SOcttTY; and therefore hope 1 ſhall be pardoned 

tor thinking myſclf amply entitled to my annual allowance, 
were [I even to do nothing more than this; but when my 
application and expence 1n this whole departmert come to 
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he conſidered together, I muſt beg leave to ſay without of- | 
tence, my annual falary links into a ſmall pittance. 


Brrogt I quit this department, I beg leave to take a | 
little notice of the inflammatory heat with which it has many | 
times been reiterated in the SociErv's meetings to my 
prejudice, that I ©** refuſed to ſhew a gentleman's ſervant i 
my inſtruments and experiments,” attended with many ; A 
reproachful, harſh, and ignominious terms of aggravation ; 
and eventually to confirm the bitterneſs thereof, comparing f 
my experiments and practical huſbandry, to Gulliver's fable, | 
of the whimſical device which he makes for one of his pro- 
ſeſſors in his academy of Lagado, who propoſes firſt plant- 
ing the land with acorns, cheſnuts, &c. and then turning in | 
ſix hundred hogs to till the earth for ſowing, by their rooting 
up the nuts.—'The happy ingenuity of the gentleman in | 
t::15 analogy muſt certainly have made every leſs angry man 


laugh, and J hope gratified him. ) | 7 
Wir not irritate, and therefore will not retort as the 1 
fruitful genius of our author gives me ample means for : 

I ſhall only relate the fact as I am informed and do believe it 


to have been, for I was not preſent, or even at home. 


Sour time (I think) in the year 1766, Colonel Otway, 
of Cafile-Otway in the county of Teperary, ſent a man 
Iicre to ſee my inſtruments and experiments. My clerk 
attended him, ſhewed him the fields where the experiments 
_ were depending, my ſhops and all my inſtruments, and ſuch 
as were made and making, and explained their uſes to him : 
The man then informed him that he was an artificer, and 
that he came to take dimenſions of ſome of my inſtruments ; 
and yet, he came without any letter from Mr. Otway, and 
whom at that time I did not know, any further, than having 
* once wrote to him upon another ſubject which is not ne- 
2 ceſſary to mention here, and was favoured with an anſwer 
< worthy of a gentleman, the particulars of which I believe 
my clerk was not acquainted with. 


3 « TRE clerk told the man, that every one was welcome 

22 | to ſce every thing there was, and that if he wiſhed to have 

: any further explanation of the machines and their uſes, that | 

he would again explain the whole to him, at the ſame urging 
how 


19 


how unreaſonable he would think it himſelf, for a man to 
come and take dimenſions of inſtruments, in a work carried 
on at very great expence ; and therefore he could not anſwer 
it to his employer, the admitting any dimenſions being 
taken.” — The ſervant made what report he thought proper; 
and from this circumſtance, many heavy and repeated com- 
plaints have been made before you, arrainging my conduct, 


The firſt time Dr. Loyd mentioned this matter in the 
SOCIETY, it may be remembered, I was, (without explain- 
ing the complaint to me,) aſked ſome queſtions as to the 
general tenor of my conduct to all degrees of people who 
come here to fee, or be informed. The queſtion I own 
ſurprized me, becauſe I was and am conſcious my conduct 
has been unexceptionable.— I apprehended I gave ſuch an- 
ſwers to the SOCIETY that day as were ſatisfactory; and it 
may be remembered, that I added, if any gentleman in 
„this houfe apprehends, or has repreſented the contrary, 
U rely upon that juſtice which guides the actions of this 
«© SOCIETY, to call upon him for an explanation, that I may 
* not be condemned unheard. Dr Loyd's complaint was 
not then explained to me, and therefore I concluded the gene- 
ral anſwers I gave were ſatisfactory to the Soci EHV; and 
did conſequently ſuppoſe the complaint would never be men- 
tioned again, becauſe I do conceive there was no foundation 
tor any complaintat all, much leſs, ſuch aggravated complaints 
as were. and have ſeveral times ſince been offered upon this ſub- 
jet, which induces me in this place to explain the tranſaction, 


Coroxrri Otway has ſince been elected a member of 
the SOCIETY; and in the ſummer of 1768, he did me 
the favour of looking at this place; unhappily, I was con- 
hned to my bed, and therefore could not attend him ; but 
j believe, by the inſpection he made into the buſineſs which 
15 here carried on under the ſanction and inſtructi ns of the So- 
cIETY, and the meſſage he was fo kind as to leave for me, 
le apprehends it merits your patronage and ſupport; and 
that I the conductor of this buſineſs, have not deſerved the 
ieverity with which I have been treated, in conſequence of 
my clerks refuſing his ſervant taking dimenſions of my 
machines; and I believe he is perfectly ſatisfied of the im- 
propricty and unreaſonablenels of any man's deſiring ſuch 
pet miſſion. 

CanDounr 
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CaxpovuR obliges me to ſay, I have not thus clearly 
1 ſhewn this refuſal of admitting Col. Ozwway's ſervant taking di- 
N rections, to have been the act of my clerk, with any intention 
to exculpate myſelf; for had I been at home, I ſhould not 
have ſuſſered it, and that more particularly, as the ſervant 
brought no letter, and therefore I could have had no aſſurance 
of his coming from the gentleman he named, and thus I in- 
formed the Soc1ETY, the firſt time Dr, Loyd laid this matter 
before you, as an heinons crime, not to be forgiven ; at the 
ſame time adding, that if the SocittETY would make me | 
a proper allowance, I ſhould have no objection to let any | 
man or men in to take dimenſions, and receive every other in- 
formation as to the conſtruction of my machines, which has 
been given to my own artificers ;—but certain it is, I can- | 
not ſupport a parcel of men for this purpoſe, without pub- | 


— 


lick and ample indemnity. | 
Ir Dr. Loyd, or any other gentleman, has any charge to P 
make againſt me, touching my conduct in the diſcharge of 


my duty to the SOCIETY and the publick ; a conſciouſneſs 
of never ceaſing diligence, an untainted integrity, free and 
open communicativeneſs, a contempt of expence, and ſome 
degree of invention, imboldens me to call for their impeach- 
ment before the SocttTyY ; provided it be laid with that 
openneſs which ſhould accompany all publick enquiries, into 
the conduct of publick ſervants : But when injurious repre- 
ſentations are made behind a man's back. without giving him 
an opportunity of defence, it is manifeſt they are calculated 
to injure him, and not to diſcover the truth, which is the only 


end and purpoſe of all virtuous enquiries, whether of a pub- 
lick or a private nature. 


I comMENCED theſe undertakings with a reſolution of 
never giving money to fervants; becauſe, 1 did not intend 
to build any fame upon their repreſentations, but upon the 
approbation of their maſters; and therefore it will be the 
leſs wondered at, that I am not in the good graces of that 
tribe of gentry: The hateful practice of bribing them, 
may anſwer the purpoſes of pretenders and impoſtures, but 
ſuch practices are beneath principles of virtue and honour ; 


and are certainly affrontiul (if properly conſidered) to the 
judgment and diſcernment of gentlemen. This conduct, 


added 


r 


6 537% 

added to a reputation I have acquired in detecting frauds by 
my book-keeping, and which ſervants hear of at their maſ- 
ters tables, has raiſcd almoſt a general out-cry againſt me 
among that claſs. I find it has been attended with ſome few 
inftances of injury to me; but my motive being virtuous, 
the conſequences give me the leſs concern ; for | cannot 
be perſuaded, but that the ' maſter, whoſe judgment can be 
warped by the baſe and artful inſinuations of ignorant and 
illncrate ſervants, (and who have held out flattery to me in 
ever; fulſome form to pick my pocket) is not a man for me 
to ſpend my time or hold any intercourſe with, ſince ſuch a 
man cannot be a judge, having no opinion of his own, whether, 
wha: do has merit or not. 


Byror I quit this department of experimental enquiries, 
in which J hope 1 have ſufficiently ſhewn I have been and am 
2 Ting under the expreſs diretions and inſtructions of the SO- 
(AE; | beg leave for the ſatisfaction and information of 
ſome gentlemen,, to ſay a ſiule reſpecting the diſapprobation 
which fome have expreſſed at my experimenting upon the 
drill! huthandry at all; but on the contrary, have been of 
opinion, that 1 ſhould confine myſelf alone to the common. 


vo not mean here to enter upon any reaſoning, reſpect- 
ing the merit or demerit of the two ſpecies of culture; but 
flatter mylelt I ſhall fully ſatisfy ſuch gentlemen, by only 
ſubmitting to their conſideration, a few plain and ſimple 
queſtions. | 


Har we not, from the writings of ſeveral. ingenious 
men, ſince Mr. TulPs time, found the drill huſbandry much 
celebrated and approved of? 


Have not foreigners made an infinity of experiments, 


comparatively between that and their common huſbandry, 


and have they not agreed, that Mr. TulPs huſbandry has, 
in thoſe experiments, proved ſuperior to their common? 


HAvE we had any regular and uniform ſet of experiments 
made in the Britiſh dominions, which have been offered to 
the publick, calculated to determine accurately how far the 
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two ſpecies of culture ſtand in competition with each 
other ? 


Has any man, who has offered any ſyſtem of huſbandry, 
or any detached pieces written from ſucceſſive experience, in- 
formed the publick from actual practice, of the expence 
attendant on each ſpecies of culture, or even that incurred 
by their experiments ? 


Is an enquiry into the merit or demerit of a culture ſo 
much celebrated, an object, unworthy of any nation or 


people ? 


Doxs not, its author being any Engliſhman, render the 
enquiry incumbent on the capable people in the Britiſb Em- 
Pire, in order to aſcertain its merit, when we ſee her natural 
enemies ſo deeply engaged in the enquiry ? 


Is it any enquiry unworthy the inhabitants of the king- 
dom of Ireland? 


Is it not an enquiry within the department of the Du BLI 
SOCIETY ? Is it not an object, expreſsly within the true 
ſpirit and meaning of their charter ? 


IT is plain the SOCIETY thought ſo. 


For, did they not, on the 25th of July 1765, direct and 
inſtru me, to enter upon a ſet of experiments, expreſsly, 
between the drill and common huſbandry? 


I wis# to be informed, what gentlemen imagine the So- 
CIETY paſſed this order of inſtruQtions for ? 


Was it not to inform themſelves and the publick accu- 
rately, what might be expected from the drill huſbandry ? 
and how far it can contend, in point of merit, as to real pro- 
fit, with a judicious practice of the common? 
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PRRMurr me to aſk, if I had diſobeyed the order of the 
SOCIETY, whether I ſhould not have deſervedly incurred 
their ſevereſt cenſure, and that of the publick ? 


Hap I been incapable, as many thouſands are who profeſs 
a knowledge ſufficient, to pronounce upon the merit of every 
ſyſtem, and every ſcheme of agriculture, to execute this 
comparative experiment for the Socixr , would not the 
very gentlemen who diſapprove of the enquiry, have thought 
it very extraordinary ? Would they not have had ſufficient 
foundation to move the SocitTy, that I ſhould be diſ- 
miſſed, as a perſon incapable ot executing their inſtruc- 
tions ? 


Has not the enquiry been made with care, and have not 
| the SOCIETY been informed of the conſequences ? Are not 
1 the publick thereby informed of what they may expect from 
the drill huſbandry ? Are they not informed ſo much is not 
| to be expeQed, as other writers have taught us to expect? 


Wnar more could be expected of me? Am I culpable 
; for the drill huſbandry not being equal to all that has been 
a ſaid in its favour? Am I condemnable for relating its 


| juſt merit ? 
\ 


Have I not through every ſtage of the comparative ex- 
f periment, ſtated the expence incurred by each method of 
| culture ? 


Has any writer adhered to that, of all others, the moſt ſatiſ- 
factory rule, as I have done, through every-ſtage of my ex- 
periments? - ee 5 


Have I not given the produce in actual corn and ſtraw 
diſtinctly, from each method of culture, inſtead of calcula- 

ting upon ſheaves, as hath chiefly been the practice of others? 

And have I not inveſtigated the quality of the corn, both 

in grain, quantity, and quality of flour from each culture? 


Uron the whole, has not the drill huſbandry, in ſome 
caſes, and for ſome. plants, appeared to be the culture ? 
5 ws Havs 


(„ 


Havr I not, as the experiments have taught me, inform- 
ed tne SOCIETY, how the drill huſbandry may be moſt ad- 
vantagevuſſy uſed ; I mean as a national object, and as a 
national pradlice? Have I not told them, I do not believe it 
can anſwer, as the moſt profitable huſbandry for corn for a 
long ſucceſſion of years without intermiſſion ? Have I not 
told them, that when united with a judicious practice of the 
common huſbandrv, more profit will ariſe from it to land- 
hoiders, than either culture can afford ſingly and alone? 


Axp upon the whole, gentlemen who are of opinion the 
common hutbandry alone ſhould have been my objeQ, will 
permit me to aſk, whether it has not appeared in the courſe of 
my experiments, they having in many caſes been compara- 


tive, that the common huſbandry has ſhared my attention as 
well as the drilled ? 


Ir a very great majority of the Socikr were not 
thoroughly convinced, that the common huſbandry has been 
much improved by my experiments, by my wide and laborious 
correſpondence, and by the infinity of inſtruments which [ 
have diſperſed over the kingdom for that purpoſe, I ſhould 
be truly ſorry for it —But I dare fay, were I put to the 
neceſſity of it, I could obtain at leaſt a thouſand certificates 
of the fact. 


HavixG gone through the department which relates to 
the experiments, permit me, for the information of ſeveral 
of your members, who are ſtrangers to it, now to recite how 
came to embark under your patronage and encouragement, 
in the factory for making all kinds of implements for hutbandry, 
as well as to remove ſome miſtaken ideas which ſome gentle- 
men of your body are poſſeſſed of, which tend to my pre- 
judice, at leaſt in their eſteem and repreſentation. 


Soox after the commencement of my experiments, 
many gentlemen and farmers viſited me from many parts 
of the kingdom; and altho* the experiments were in their 
infancy : yet, in the manner of culture, and ſome other 
particulars, there appeared in the ſentiments of many, a 
ſuperiority in my machines; and this idea grew, I hope not 


unmeritedly in the minds of many: At length, it became a 


material conſideration with gentlemen, what utility could 
ariſe 


{ 
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ariſe to the publick ſrom my experiments, if the inſtruments 
I uſed were not to be had, and which it was not in my power 
to ſupply : This was ſuch an argument, as appeared to have 
great weight; and tho? I could not apprehend it as a conclu- 
ſive reaſon why an improvement in tillage ſhould not be at- 


tempted; yet, I could not but conſider it as a pyiblick miſ- 
fortune. 


Tus, this ſubject hecame a matter of ſrequent diſcourſe 
when gentlemen viſited me; and many applications having 
been made for the inſtruments which I could not furniſh ; 
it became an indiſpenſible part of my duty to communicate 
to ſome of the members of the SOCIETY, this publick diſ- 


treſs and impediment to the improvement in view; ſince, if 


nothing could be done to remove this real publick misfor- 
tune, it would not effectually anſwer the purpoſe of the 
Socikr v to give me their money to make experiments; 


neither could l upon principles of equity and good conſcience 
continue to take it. | 


Ar length, this ſubjeQt came under the conſideration of 
the SOc1ETY at large; they were pleaſed to think me the 
proper perſon for conducting an undertaking of this kind, 
beceuſe it correſponded ſo much with the views of the firſt, 
and therefore ſeemed an inſeparable conſequence. 


Tur SocIETY required to know what I apprehended 
would be ſufficient to begin this work; and as my ideas 
meaſured the demand, I concluded / 300 would be a ſuffi- 
cient ſum, at the ſame time informing them, that if the 
pleaſed* to intruſt that ſum to my care, I would embark in 
the work; and accordingly, the SocteTyY were fo kind as 
to grant me that ſum on the 3oth of May 1765, to begin 


this ſecond undertaking under their patronage for the ſervice 
of the publick. 


Tuts was ſuch an additional earneſt of their anxiety to 
promote agriculture in all its views, and of their approba- 


tion of my conduQ, that I ſhould have been highly defi- 


table a body, had I not exerted my utmoſt endeavours to 


cient in duty to them, and to my own credit with ſo reſpec- 
anſwer bf, had not 
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AccorDINGLY, I immediately ſet quarry men to work, 
Prepared for burning lime, and with all expedition collected 
other neceſſary materials for building a forge, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as | conceived would anſwer for all the buſineſs I could 
ever have todo in it, and furniſhed it with compleat tools of 
every kind. 


Tuis being effected, I collected materials for beginning 


the factory; and I began the work with one wheeler, one 


carpenter, one fire-man, and an helper ; not in the leaſt con- 
cciving, but that theſe men would have been able to execute 
all the demands I could poſlibly have. 


Bur avery ſhort time ſhewed how much I was miſtaken, 
for | ſoon had orders, amounting to ſeveral hundred pounds 
value. This obliged me to think of increaſing my number 
of hands, and which ] did continue to increale, until they 
amounted to fourteen by the ſpring of 1766. 


Tus increaſe of hands, required a large increaſe of ſtock 
in materials. Here my little capital began to be inſuſſicient, 
and accordingly, diſtreſſes grew every day. Finding myſelf 
unequal in point of ſtrength to carry on an undertaking pro- 
perly, which ſo much exceeded. my expectations in point of 
demand, and ſtill finding the demand to grow upon me, it 
was impoſſible to proceed with that expedition, which the 
object of a national improvement required, 


HN CE I was encouraged, for the firſt time in my life in 


the ſpring of 1766 to trouble the SocieTyY with a memorial 


in behalf of this undertaking: My indiſpoſition at that time 
rendered it impoſſible for me to attend the SociteETY upon 
this ſubject. However, they were pleaſed to pals a reſolu- 
tion, allotting { 200 to pay me 20 per cent upon the 
tale of the inſtruments, to commence from June the firſt 
1766. | 


T coN$1DERED this as generous, both to me and the 
publick, becauſe from that being the mode of encouraging 
other manufactures, it was a ſtronger indication of further 
encouragement, than had the (200 been immediately or- 
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dered ; but yet, it afforded the work no immediate aſſiſtance; 
and therefore I was obliged to purſue other means tor raiſing 
money to enable myſelt to go on, with any reaſonable de- 
gree of diſpatch.— Having effected that, I immediately laid 
in more materials, and had the factory in a very flouriſhing 
ſtate, tho'ꝰ my affairs were not a little involved thereby; my 
mind diſtiefſed with many fears; and the men, which I had 
not at this time diſcovered, impoſing upon me in many re- 
{pcs to a great degree, and that more particularly in my 
forge, where at this time, I kad ſeven ſmiths employed, 


IMMERSED as | was in this manner, I yet did not flag in 
point ot ſpirit and activity, becauſe ] hoped to conquer every 
difficulty, by ſhewing my Patrons and the publick, that [ 
was really in earneſt, in application at leaſt; and I hope 1 
have not appeared totally deficient in other reſpects. I hus 
] went on, more anxious to eſtabliſh a reputation than to 
make money; becauſe I flattered myſelf, that reputation 
being acquired, my ſervices would be conſidered as entitling 


me and my family to fume proviſion. 


I LITTLE apprehended, that I was thus exerting myſelf, 
and ſtraining every nerve, in order to pile materials together 
tor the proper execution of this work, and, that the whole 
was ſo near another deſtination ; but as man is a candidate 
for diſapointments and misfortunes which he thinks not of, 
and as if I had not experienced enough before; on the 24th 
of June 1766, my factory, materials, many inſtruments, 
my dwelling-houſe, ſome of my offices, and part of my 
furniture were conſumed by fire. , 


THis was a blow indeed ! a blow which immediately 
determined me to ſettle my ſhattered affairs in the beſt man- 


ner I could, and with the remnant which misfortune. had © 


left me, retire from all my publick undertakings, ſince it 
was impoſſible for me to proceed with them as I then ſtood. 


IN this hour of adverſity, when my ſelf and family were 
in a moment turned out of doors, an honourable mem- 
ber of your body flew to my aſſiſtance, and with a deli- 
cacy, which proved him the good man he is, put into 
my hands a purſe of ſixty guineas, at the ſame time, ani- 
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mating me to an exertion of my utmoſt powers to reinſtate 
the buſineſs of this place; and giving me the ſtrongelt 
aſſurances of his warmeſt endeavours to do me further ſer- 
vice, which he moſt kindly fulfilled; for, from the 
ſame hand I received in all, to the amount of {169 75. 9d. 
this extraordinary kindneſs, added to the tympathy which 
ſome other gentleman ſhewed with me in this calamity, be- 
ing immediately followed by the unprecedented circumſtance 
of the SOoctETY addreſſing the publick on my bchal!, to- 
tally without my knowledge, till [ faw it in the publick 
papers; were events, which would have rouſed any 
man of more callous feelings than I am, to exert his ut- 
moſt powers to reinſtate undertakings, which the Soct- 
ETY ſeemed to have ſo much at heart; particularly as 
this addreſs to the publick, was ſo much of a piece with 
the repeated and honourable reſolutions paſſed in my fa- 
vour, and the reſpectable mention made of my underta- 
kings in their petition of 1765 to parliament ; Theſe cir- 
cumſtances I ſay, being all added together, ſhewed ſuch an 
uniform regard from the SOcIETY towards my undertakings, 
and ſuch an anxiety for their re-eſtabliſhment, that I muſt 
have been ſomething below a man, dead to the feelings 
and ſenſibility incident to human nature, had I not been 
animated to ſtrain every ſtring, and try every channel of 


credit to anſwer, not the expeQations, but the wiſbes of 
the SOCIETY. 


Hence I conſidered it my duty to exert my utmoſt abi- 
lities; I tried my friends, and found means to involve m 
{lf £ 9500 in debt liable to intereſt, abſtracted from ſome 
other ſmaller ſums for materials: thus, theſe undertakings were 
revived and carried on, under difficulties and diſtreſſes of a 


ſerious nature; and which I was prompted to for the rea- 


ſons already mentioned; as | could not, from the then ap- 
pearance of my connections with the SocttTY, form the 


leaſt expectations of diſapprobation in them, much leſs 


of an abridgment, or hazard of abridzment, of my an- 
nual allowance for my trouble and expence, in carrying 
on the experiments expreſsly under their directions, as 


hath been already ſhe un. 


AFTER mentioning that I had borrowed ſuch a ſum of 
money, to enable myſelf to execute, what appeared to be 


ſe 
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ſo much the unanimous wiſhes of my Patrons, I ſhow'd be 
wanting in gratitude, if I did not declare that I am obliged 
to one of your members for the loan of / 500, to ano- 
* ther ſor his name together with that of his brother; ob- 


lizations I never can repay, but by the grateful ſenſe I ſhall 
ever retain of them. 


AT the time this misfortune happened, I have already 
ſhewn, that I had fourteen artificers employed in my faQto- 
ry; whom 1 collected, imported, and had in part inſtructed, 
in the conitiuHion of many of my inſtruments : Upon the 
fire I intended to diſmiſs all theſe men, and to give up the 
further proſecution of theſe undertakings ; but when Gen- 
tlemen of rank and fortune, appeared fo warmly to ſhare 
with me in my calamity, and that I ſaw the addreſs of the 
DUBLIN SOCIETY to the publick on my. behalf, I have 
already ſhewn, that I could do no leſs, than ule my beſt 
endeavours to reinſtate my undertakings. 


DvrixG the interruption of buſineſs, I ſubmit to the 
conſideration of gemilemen, what I] could do with theſe 
fourteen men and their families? Their daily bread depended 
upon their labour: And as i had now determined to kee 
them, could ] do leſs than pay them ? Had 1 ſuffered them 
to diſperſe ; how hard it would have been to recover then 
will be eafiiy conceived : This circumſtance alone took eight 
pounds a week from me, until I could fet the buſineſs going 
again, which was a dead loſs of fo much. 


Wurx I publiſhed my firſt lift of inſtruments on a 
bread-fide, and tent a parcel of them in, to the Society; 
gentlemen cannot but remember, how much 1 was preſſed 
and defired by the SoctETY, in my next liſt to publiſh the 
prices: having ever been ſolicitouſly anxious to know how 
could moſt fully oblige and gratity, the wiſhes of the 


N SOCIETY, I was determined to comply with their requeſt 
; the firſt opportunity; and accordingly, in the year 1766, [ 
it publiſhed a new liſt of my inſtruments, in the form of a 
| pamphlet, and to them added the prices. 


Ar the time of doing this, I was not quite ripe for it, 
becauſe I had not been long enough in the practice of a 
mechanick. to aſcertain the expence with that accuracy upon 


every 


„ 


every machine, which I ought for my own lake to have 
known, 


Bur when I conſidered that I was acting under generous 
and liberal maſters, who had ſhewn me fo many ſingular 
marks of their favour and approbation, and that in the fol- 
lowing June, was to commence a bounty of 20 per cent. 
upon the ſale of theſe inſtruments, as an inducement for 
me to publiſh the prices low, for the ſervice and encourage- 
ment of the publick, to improve their tillage by the uſe of 
them; how could I do lefs than comply with the requeſt of 
the S0c1z7Y, when ſurely 20 per cent. was a ſufficient 
profit. 


Ir is true, the bounty was limitted to / 200, but I 
could not apprehend, that when all circumſtances ſhould be 
conſidered, but that it would have been continued for another 
year or two at leaſt, to an undertaking ſo new in itſelf, fo im- 
portant to the moſt intereſting object of the nation; of which 
the Socikrr was the parent, and which had ſuſtained 
ſuch a misfortune, and had been re-eſtabliſhed under ſuch 
difficulties, and which bounty might then have been gradually 
diminiſhed. 


Bur when I made the laſt return to the Sock r in 

claim of this bounty, on the 28th. of January 1768, which 
finiſhed the 200 allctted; the bounty was at once redu- 
ced, from 20 to 5 per cent. Had gentlemen maturely con- 
ſidered all circumſtances ; and not have entered upon and 
determined a queſtion of ſo much conſequence inſtantly ; 
I am perſuaded this fatal blow, to this undertaking had 
not happened. 


SU RELY, it cannot be urged that I did not execute the 
buſineſs, and that the expectations of the SOCIETY were 
not more than anſwered; for, it appears by the returns, 
that from the 21ſt. af November 1766, to the 28th. of 
January 1758, 1 fold and diſperſed over this kingdom 
Z 1000 of inſtruments for huſbandry ; a circumſtance, which 
believe not any man living can ſpeak of, in the whole 
courſe of his life: and what is ſtill more ſatisſactory, they 
have anſwered their purpoſes, without complaint. —'I his, 
ſureiy las been anſwering ile views of the SOCIETY. 
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PErMIT me, without any intention of offence, to ſubmit 
to the conſideration of the SOCIETY, What is my caſe un- 
der theſe circumſtances : In expreſs obedience to the reque 
of the Socikr v, I publiſhed a ſecond liſt of my inſtru- 
ments with their prices annexed ; in common decency, in 
ſupport of that credit which | wiſh to ſupport, and for 
their honour, I publiſhed the prices as near as I could at 
prime coſt. Why? becauſe my kind maſters gave me 20 


per cent. upon the ſale; but now, for almoſt two years, 
that bounty has been reduced to 5 per Cent. 


Ati.ow me to appeal to your juſtice, your candour, your 
honour ; whether my caſe is not hard as to this particular? 


allow me to pray you will conſider all circumſtances, and I 
am ſure you wiil reply in the affirmative. Did not my 
loſs by the fire, my adventurous endeavours to revive this 
conſumed undertaking, the involving myſelf in debt for that 
purpoſe, and the conſideration of the demand, demonſtrably 
proving its utility to the publick, intitle me to ſome favour 


and conſideration, when I had thus exerted myſelf in your 
ſervice ? 


Dots it not appear from your reſolutions in my favour, 
your petitions to parliament, your addreſſing the publick in 
my behalf, your voting me this limited bounty, that if [ 
executed what you expected; that | had every induce- 


ment to rely upon your further bounty in this department ? 
Or, why ſhould I have involved myſelf in debt? or why 


ſhould I have tied myſelf down to a ſtipulated price for the 
inſtruments? Surely, for no other reaſon, than the faith I 
had ſo many and repeated reaſons to have in the SocleTY. 


If it ſhall be urged, that it was my own fault to put the 
prices of the inſtruments too low; I beg leave to reply, that 
it was my misfortune, my integrity, my Wiſhes to further 
the deſigns of the Socikr v; not my fault. 


Ir it ſhall be urged, that with the (C 200 bounty, and 
Zoo firſt given, I have had Z 500 for this department: I 
ſubmit to gentlemen, whether tor £ 500, it can be expeQted, 
I am to ſpend my liſe in a buſineſs of ſo much hazard, at- 
tention, labour and expence without any other profit, (even 
ſuppoſe) that had been wwhele to me? Befides which, I loſt 
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more than that ſum by the fire which came upon me by th;s 
undertaking. It invoived me more than that ſum in debt, 
to which my perſon and property are liable; altho' I cannot 
help conſidering, upon principles of equity and good con- 
ſcience. that it is a debt of honour upon the publick. And 
I ſubmit to gentlemen, whether my being tied down to 2 
price, and every material advanced upon me, does not ren- 
der my caſe ſtill harder in this department? 


TI PUBLISHED the prices as near prime coſt as I could, merely 
upon the faith I had in the Soc ir; becauſe I always 
conſidered that they were the pesſons ſupplying the publick 
with inſtruments ; and really paying me for my trouble and 
attention in improving and inventing ſuch as I ſhould find 
moſt uſeful. But the reducing of the 20 per cent. to five, con- 
vinced me, the majority of the board who paſſed that re- 
ſolution were pleaſed to think otherwiſe; which one might 
wnagine cancelled my obligation as to the ſtipulated 
price; and yet, had ] advertiſed in the publick papers, that 
from that time I ſhould raiſe the price 15 per cent, which 
was the reducement upon the bounty, it would I preſume 
have been looked upon by many as an extraordinary meaſure; 
and yet, were I to continue this undertaking- upon the pre- 
ſent ground! ſtand, without aſſiſtance, I ſhould be obliged 
to raiſe the price at leaſt 20 per cent. but that is a ſtep | 
ſhall not take, for I cannot think of remaining an executing me- 
charick to make my reward by the publick at large. It ſhould 
ſeem, ſome gentlemen think that perhaps the public are ſuf- 
ficiently ſupphied with my models; and therefore, further 
9 is not neceſſaty to me: very generous re- 
feQtion ! but T am ſatisfied to give up, if that ſhall be the 
will and plcaſure of the SOcTETY ; what, I am ſure from 
rr is not worth my following upon the preſent terms, 

| ſhall — moſt cleai ly ſhew. 


I nave frequently heard it has been urged, that from the 
great ſale of the goods manufactured large ſums muſt have fallen 
into my hands: the conſequence to be inferred from ſuch argu- 
ment muſt he, that further encouragement is not neceſſary io 


me in this or any other part of my undertakings (for this has 


been urged upon the annual queſtion, as to my being paid 
tor the experiments.) Surely gentlemen can't imagine or 
expect, 


1 


expect, that I ſhould purſue theſe undertakings at my own 
expence, or ſolely at my own hazard, for the ſervice of the 
publick ; no, not a day longer than I ſhall be paid for my 
trouble, neither can any reaſonable man expect it; and I am 
ſure a majority of the DUBLIN SOCIETY will not defire it. 


As to the ſale of the inſtruments, I humbly apprehend a 
greater proof cannot be brought of the merit and import- 
ance of theſe undertakings ; for, by the ſale of the goods, 
the diſtreſs of the kingdom for good inſtruments plainly ap- 


_ pears ; at the ſame time, that it alſo proves, that where- 


ever the inſtruments are ſold, my experiments muſt have 
given information, and my practices in agriculture muſt have 
carried conviction ; whereas, had I ſold none, or only a few, 
or even had | not made them at all; what arguments might 
not then have been urged againit me and my undertakings ? 
On the contrary, I have executed what and much more 
than I propoſed ; in that execution I have expended, and by 
misfortune in the work loft the publick money given to 
me; and have neither ſpent it or ſunk it in my pocket. 


To urge the ſale as a reaſon againſt any man's being ſup- 
ported and encouraged to proceed with undertakings, which 
he has ſhewn himſelf capable of, and of which the publick 
have availed themſelves, by his diligent and faithful execu- 


tion; is ſo repugnant to all fair argument, ſo contrary to equi- 


table reaſoning, that one would imagine it would puzzle the 
ableſt logician to ſupport it. 


Bur [ beg leave to ſubmit to gentlemen ; that ſuppoſe I 
had again an independent fortune to ſupport theſe underta- 
kings, and were to exerciſe that application which I have 
employed in your ſervice, confeſſedly to the publick benefit; 
it does not ſeem to follow, that for publick ſervices, I ſhould 
not meet with publick reward, (it I choſe to accept it) fo 


long as I ſhould continue to contribute my mite to the 
publick ſtock. 


THis argument doubtleſs, has been urged upon a pre- 
ſumption, that I have been a great gainer by this demand 
tor the inſtruments : alas, how we meaſure the affairs of 


other men by our own feelings and knowledge of things 


2 plough, by a man who __ not the uſe, and merit of it, 
2 5 


E 
is looked upon to be a courſe, uhweildy, ſimple, unfiniſh- 
ed machine, which every bungling hatchet man 1s capable 
of executing. On the contrary, even a plough is a work 
of much artiul conſtruction and conſiderable difficulty: it 
requ.res {trength without lumber, neatneſs without the af- 
feclation of delicacy, its ſeveral, even the minuteſt parts 
mult be finiſhed with accuracy, and joined together with 
perfect ſymmetry arid exadneſs. Not knowing the nature of 
ſuch works, gentlemen may imagine, that I have made large 
prcfits. But if they will be ſo good as to refleat, how 
many hands muſt be employed in this kind of manufacture, 
what a quantity of materials muſt be conſumed, how much 
time muſt be beſtowed in appointing, the inſtruQting, the 
overſeeing of the ſeveral artificers, avd how' very ſmall, con- 
ſidering all theſe things, is the ſum total returneg, (altho* 
large in its object of ſupplying this kingdom with models of 
huſbangry implements) I cannot but believe, that had I made 
in profit a third of the ſum total of the ſale, there are more 
perſons, who would have thought it reaſonable, than there 
are, who would have thought it otherwiſe. | 


Howeve, for the ſatisfaction of gentlemen, I ſhall beg 
cave to ſhew that | have been reoſonable, to my misfortune, 
very reaſonable ; becauſe expected ſuch reward as I ſhould 
have been fatished with, from another ſource; and not 
by being either a wheeler, carpenter or ſmith to the 
publick, all I meant to do, was to dite ſuch people to 
do what [ ſhould think, and find neceſſary to be done, for 
the honour of the £6CIETY, and ſervice of the publick. 


Fo, I belicve it is pretty generally known that I was not 
bred a mechanick : it is not to be preſumed then, that I 
could be a competent judge of what a mechanick I hire 
ought to do; and furely it will be admitted that a workman 
(be he ever fo diligent) cannot do ſo much in a new branch 
of buſineſs, or in making a new machine, as in the work he 
has been uſed to: have not gentlemen themſelves experienced 
this? when they may have been very good judges, whether 
the work was done properly or to their mind, and yet could 
not tell whether the workman had done as much as he ought. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed, that I could conſtantly attend my 
workmen, when [I have had variety of other things to em- 
ploy me; an infinity of writing, frequent and daily viſitors 

| to 
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to attend. Will it not be allowed that all theſe circumſtances 


muſt have led me into great expences, and expoſed me to 
frauds of various kinds? 


WII I not the claſs of people, being added to the above 
circumſtances account a little for my not making profit, on 
the contrary for my ſuſtaining loſſes“? they have no ſenfe of 
virtue, and conſequently no integrity, no influence upon 
their minds to prevent their practiſing every villainy upon 


their employers, except the little dread they have of the 
laws. 


Is it not known to he an eftabliſhed principle amengſt 
tradeſmen as all theſe fellous call themſelves ; to deſtroy every 


man they can, who embarks in any buſineſs, 0 which they 
have not deen bred ? 


Is it not univerſally known, that this claſs of people will 
ſteal every material they can, where they are employed ? 
Don't gentlemen find it every day, in their lead, iron, and 
timber? Why ſhould I be imagined to fare better than other 
people? and that particularly with ſuch a tribe of ſmiths ; 
who, of all others, are the moſt finiſnhed villains I ever had 
to deal with; and many of the carpenters not inferior to them 
accumulated wickedneſs. My imiths have deſtroyed my iron, 
ſteel, and coals, to ſuch a degree, that has been aſtoniſhing. 
I have miſſed eleven hundred weight of iron at a time, and 
yet, could fix but ſixteen pounds upon a man. And many 


ſhametul depredations have been made upon my timber in 
icantling, in various ways. 


WILL it not be conſidered, how infinitely I muſt be ex- 
. poſed to various frauds, from the incommodiouſneſs of the 
place for ſuch an undertaking ? how much more then mult 


that have been the caſe, after the fire, every gentleman e. 
diſcernment will diſcover. 


WII I gentlemen pleaſe to conſider, how much I muſt 
have ſuffered in expence, whilſt the men in each department 
have been learning ; and how frequently that loſs muſt have 
been repeated; (and the expence often ineffectually incurred, 
when I have met with a bungling blockhead) when ſome of 
thoſe men I have diſmiſſed for improper conduct; others, 


have 
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have run away, ſome from being in my debt, and others 
from expecting puniſhment for greater crimes; as alſo, 
when they have been tempted away. 


Turst various circumſtances will ſurely inform gentlc- 
men how impoſſible it was for me to be otherwiſe than a 
loſer—again conſider, when in ſo new an undertaking, I 
mult neceſſarily have Joſt a great deal of the mens time, 
their wages ſtill going on, many machines altered, amended, 
ſpoiled, knocked to pieces, and thrown aſide as imperfett ; 
thus was incurred a great loſs of mens hire and materials. 


THest conſiderations I am ſure the Socixxr v will admit 
as very weighty; J could name ſeveral others, which might 
very properly come into the account, why I cannot be a 
gainer. 


Bur, that gentlemen may really ſee, I have conduQed 
this work without profit, I ſhall ſtate the account as it ſtood 
upon the cloſe for the two paſt years. 


Dr. 
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Tuns L have candidly informed gentlemen how this ac- 
count ſtoc4 on e laſt day of December 1567, ard the laſt day 
of December 1768. I would do fo even to this day, but 
that it would be attended with interruption and inconve— 
nience to accompliſh ; becauſe, to do it accurately, ſtock 
muſt be taken, and every merchant and trader knows that 
to be a troubleſome buſineſs, where an infinity of ſmall 
articles are the ſtock ; beſides which, I liave been ſo much 
engaged this year by correſponding with, and other calls of 
the publick, that my books are ſome months behind in 
poſtage. 


Here gentlemen ſee, that upon the ſale of {165 7. 135. 9d 
worth of inſtruments, it appears upon the face of the ac- 


count, that I had made / 15. 5s. 34 by this factory on the 
31ſt of December 1768, which is not one per cent. 


I sUBMIT it to my much bongured Patrons, whether 1 
could give a greater proof of my anxiety to anſwer their 
expectations in my ſervice under them for the publick bene- 
fit, than limiting myſelf to ſuch a profit as this? And [ 
hope I may add without offence, it is a confirmation of my 


dependance upon their protection ? How that dependance 
has been excited I have already ſhewn. 


Ir perhaps may be urged, that in theſe accounts, I have 
not given credit for the {300 which the SocteTyY firſt gave 
me, and the ( 200 bounty. 


I SHALL do that with pleaſure ; becauſe, by doing that, 
it gives me an opportunity of demonſtrably proving that J 
really am a very conſiderable loſer by this undertaking. To 
make the matter more intelligible, I ſhall ſtate the account 
together, under the title of a general account, 


Bur firſt, I ſhall be permitted to urge by way of explana- 
tion, tl. at as this grant and bounty, aroſe from incidents which 
do not happen in a courſe of trade; every merchant and book- 
keeper knows, that they ſhould go immediately to the credit of 
profit and loſs. My fire was an incident ariſing alſo from ac- 
ident, and theretore the injury ſuſtained, goes to the * 

profit 
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profit and loſs. Bad debts go alſo to the debit of the ſame ac- 
count. All bad debts in my books, ariſing from my artificers 
running, or being inticed away; ariſe alſo in conſequence of 
the factory, as do all debts for implements, not recoverable. 
Theſe are all incidents equally uncertain with the above 
ſums. and therefore upon a fair account to alcertain the loſs 
or gain immediately ariſing upon any particular branch of 
trade, theſe ſort of incidents are not to be charged upon 
the trade itſelf, but to the debit of profit and loſs — This 
idea, founded in truth and juſtice to the trade, therefore ren- 
ders a diſtinct account, under the title of profit and lofs, neceſ- 
ſary, which ſhews a man's loſs or gain upon his general aftairs 
at the end of every year For he may appear to have gained 
{1000 upon ane particular branch of buſineſs in the year, 
and yet he may appear, upon his account of profit and loſs, 


to ha ve loſt double that ſum ; and ſo vice verſa. 


So uk gentlemen have laid great ſtreſs upon theſe two 
ſums; and have (as I am informed) thought they ought by 
right to go to the credit of the factory. From the nature 
of my occupation I am inured to the informing every man 
in his own way, and therefore | will allow this credit; 
but then 1 hope. they will pleaſe equally to think, the other 
incidental articles ought by right to go to the debit. —Pre- 
ſuming this granted, becauſe it ſurely is reaſonable, I ſhall 
begin, by ſtating the general account. | 


The 


a 
Dr. The Factory, from the commencement, to the 


31ſt of Deecember, 1768, —as extracted from the 
ſeveral accounts. 


Paid for materials. 
To bar iron and fteel, - - 340 10 74 


To coals for the torges, - - 50 17 81 
To timber, - - - 264 11: 8 
To nails - 21 10 4 
To repairing of files 5 4 9 
To oil for the vice work, Ie 6 
To borax, - - > 12 0 
To leather, hair, wank; Ke. --109 0 31 
To tin work, - S323 
To braſs work, 8 12 14 92 
To paint and oil, 236 iq 2 
To linen, — — = 8 
To glaſs, - 2 <8 
To ropes - - I 14 112 
To ſuggons, - — 8 
To caſt iron, 34 1112 
To glew,  - - oO 11 0 
To candles, - - 5 11 8 
To chalk, - - <— - 1 
Jo had, =. -- „„ 
To tools of various kinds, - 71 7 5 
£952 8 10 
To incidental charges. 

To labourers and hired horſes 

for drawing timber, iron, 

packing and . goods, 

&. 43 19 4% 
To labour * my own horſes, 

do. n 


To petty expences in turn- 
Pikes, e. 8 4 3 
To a clerk's ſalary three years, 60 0 © 
To printing - = - 29 13 52 
£155 18 24 


[1108 7 Oz 
& Paid 


nrg — 3 9 * 1 


6 


Paid, and in advance to the following artificers who 
have been employed to December 31. 1768. 


Number of artificers. 
Brought over, 1108 7 of 


1 To Laurence Brien, - - 113 16 7 
1 To John Brien, ES O 13 4 
1 To Thomas Boudler - - 154 1 11 

d 1 To Edward Buril, - - I 6 
1 To Philip Burk, „ 
3 To Tho. Connel and two ſons, 24 15 11 
1 To James Doran. 25 3 5${x 
1 To Michael Dunn, a ſmith 11 2 © 
3 To Michael Dunn, and his two 


apprentices, - - - - 60 1 9 


1 To Timothy Dunn, - - 7 15 0 
1 To James Doyle, - - 412 7 
1 To Edward Chandler, - 9 10 94 
1 To William Elliot,, - 16 19 o 
2 To William Holmes, and his 
apprentice, . 6 6 v2 
1 To Edmond Kirk, „ 5 
1 To James Kelly, - - 36 15 37 
3 To John Little, - - 69 15 3 
1 To er Little, junior, = 9 9 31. 
1 To Patrick Mannaman, - o 10 7 
1 To Patrick Murry, - - 29 8 14 
2 To James M*Manus, and co. 21 0 1 
1 To Walter Millerd, - - 59 5 6+ 
1 To Thomas Owens, - - 21 19 72 
2 To John Smith, and brother, 8 18 64 
1 To James Talbot, = 27 2 gz 
2 To James Tyrrel, and co. 35 6 93 
2 To Tho. Ward, and fon, 58 8 10; 
2 To Patrick Kenna, and Wil- | 
liam Barber, 3 0 4 
2 To Patrick Hooks and co. 4 3 9 
2 To John Byrn and co. 411 642 
1 To Thomas Chaddock, - 18 7 
1 To JohnFoley, - - - - o 16 6 
1 To James Fitzgerald. - o 12 6+ 
2 To ſohn Holliwell, and fon, o 2 94 
1 To john Hibard, - - - 13 11 5 
1 To William Little, - - I I5 104 
1 To William Lary, - - - 5 7 5 
1 To Michael Sweney, - - 2 10 0z 


6600) 


Dr. The general account of my ſecond un- 
dertaking, namely the Factory under the 
patronage and encouragement of the 
DuBi.1in SocttETY, with the attendant 


conſequences, to December 31, 1768. 
LE» 6 j 


To materials from the commencement 
to the 31 December, 1768, as already 
mn, oe. 952 8 19 

To incidental charges, as already 
Riel. d. do. 1866 18 23 

To artificers, do. do. 
as already ſtated, and in which is in- 
cluded {121 75. 753 which I had ad- 
vanced to ſome of theſe men, who 
have ſome run, and others been in- 
ticed away, and a pretty large ſum 
in advance to thole yet with me, 
which is precarious. - - = 915 6 8 


1768. 
Dec. 31. To intereſt of money for three years 
and diſcounts, - - - - - - 156 5 © 
To outſtanding debts for inſtruments, 
ordered to be ſent to town, not yet 
paid for, nor I believe never will, and 
calling for which has raiſed me ſome 
enemies ; and the amount of which 
J have a juſt right to debit in this 
account, as the factory formerly had 
credit for them, - - - = - 
To new buildings for this factory, and 
were it properly conducted, I ought 
to Jay out 300 more for buildings, 80 0 © 
To plows given away, to poor occu— 
piers ot land, who wiſhed to have 
but could not afford to pur- 
chaſe them, and for which the fac- 
tory got credit to the debit of profit 
P A 1100 


SF 7-9 


Carried over, [2324 16 02 


ms 


. —— 


Per Contra Cr. 
[| | 
By account of ſales ſince the com- 
mencement to the 31ſt of Decem- 
ber, 17688, — - 1657 13 9 
By ſtock remaining in hand, do. 170 12 41 
£1828 6 13 
1 By a grant from the DUBLIN So- 


'CIETY to begin the ſaid factory, 300 0 0 
By a bounty from the DusBLiN 

SociEx v upon the ſale of { 1000 

worth of inſtruments, at 20 per 
617 141110 0: © 
By a bounty from the DugLIix 

SOCIETY, upon the fale of 

{501 worth of inſtruments, at 

3% wo --- = — , © 


Carried over {£2353 7 1 


( 62 ) 


Brought T — 12324 16 03 


To inſtruments gratis, ſent to a neigh- 
bouring kingdom for the credit ) 
and honour of my Patrons, for 
which the factory likewiſe got credit 
to the debit of profit and loſs, - 4 11 © 
1766. 
June 24. To an immediate loſs ſuſtained by an 
accidental fire, which happened in 
and by this undertaking, from the 
careleſſneſs of one James Doran, a 
ſmith employed, { 500, tho” in its 
conſequences, I believe, at leaſt as 
much more, - - - - 500 0 0 


— 


£2829 7 03 


Per 


Per Contra 


Brought over, 2353 


By the bounty of the publick, upon 
my unhappy fire, the particulars 
of which appear hereafeer, - 209 


By loſs upon this general account, 266 


Cr. 

7 11 

18 © 

. 2563 '5s i} 
IS 7 

2829 7 01 


— 


Tus 
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Tus gentlemen fee, that T am really and truly a loſer by 
this undertaking the full ſum of / 266 15. 114. alter giving 
credit for the ſums advanced by the SoctETyY, and that ot 
the publick upon the fire: And | beheve there is not an 
article of charge on the di hit ſide, which can be vbjeQcd to, 
in ſtating ſuch an account as this. 


Wovrp anv gentlemen think, that if T had made 1s per 
cent upon this factory, upon the goods fold to Chri/ims js 
17 8; it would have been more than ſuch a profit as my 
labour, hazard, and invention amply entitled me to? I am 
'xertuaded every man will admit I ought to have made at 
feat that much.—Suppoſe then, I had acquired what [I 
ought to have had; my profit in that caſe upon the ſale of 
4.1057 13s. d up to Chriſtmas laſt, would have amounted 
to Z 191 27. 64. —No gentleman will think 1 believe, that 
for ſuch a work as | have gone through, to execute and 
diſperſe over a kingdom, ſo many inſtruments as amount to 
the fum aſcertained, { 1657, that the ſum of {191 25. 6d. 
would have been an adequate reCOMPENCe : But inſtead of 
that, it appears | made / 15 xs. 34, upon the immediate 
account of left and gain, contingent loſſes not being con- 
ſidered. —[ cannot be perſuaded, but gentlemen who have 
conceived other ideas, will join in ſaying my caſe is hard; 
and that I have done too much; or rather, that I am rot 
pad tor what | have done. 


As I believe every gentleman will conſider, that had l 
made this profit, it would have been little enough, upon the 
regular way of keeping the account of loſs and gain upon 
any commodity or manufacture; let ns then, as | bave 
not made this ſum, deduct the difference between that, and 
what it appears I have made, from the ſum which I ap- 
pear to have loſt upon the general account of embarking in 
the undertaking at all. Deducting the {15 5s. 3x out of 
the £191 27. 6d. and there remains a manifeſt deficiency 
in profit of £175 175. 2:'—Now ſuppoſe this really and ac- 
tually had been made; let us deduct it out of the actual loſs of 
£266 15. 11d. and even in that caſe ] ſhould have been a loſer 
£90 4s. 8:.--Even this would have been hard. 


Bor 
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Bur now let us examine the caſe as it really is, that I 
have actually loſt 266 1 11, by accidental incidents, ever 
and above the whole bounty of the SocttTy, and the pub- 
lick; and am deficient in a reaſonable profit {175 17s. 23. 


Now, if it will be admitted as fair reaſoning (as 1 


believe it is) that a man not getting what his labour intitles 
him to, is a real loſs to him of ſo much; in that caſe, I 
have a very good right to add this ſum deficient in profit to 
the ſum aQuually loſt by me ſingly and alone; and then m 

loſs will appear to have amounted at Chriſtmas laſt, to 


4,441 195. 13. 


Bur to inveſtigate this matter a little further, I think it 


will be no difficult matter to prove by the faireſt reaſoning, 


that I have actually, by the undertaking this factory, or, I 
ſhould rather ſay, by the unfavourable events which attended 
it, loſt more than double the above ſum. 


Fox, the grant and bounties of the SociE xx for this work, 
were not given me with an intention or expeCtation of my 
loſing them, but as an encouragement for me to proceed 
with this undertaking : I was in the actual poſſeſſion of thoſe 
ſums : The misfortune of the fire gave me the bounty of 
the publick, (209. 18s. that has a right to be deducted, 
becauſe I ſhould not have had it, had there been no fire, 
and therefore, that ſum, was ſo far an healing of my ſeveral 


loſſes ; and leaves our debit in loſs, in the actual, and formidable 
ſum of £791 25. 11d. for the £525 15. general bounty of the 


SOCIETY upon this undertaking, added to the { 266. 1s. 11d. 
make the ſum of {791 25. 114. to which, I may juſtly 
add the deficiency in profit, of {175 17s. 24, which makes 
my circumitances, not by beginning the factory, but in its con- 
ſequences, {967 os. 15 inferior to what they would have 
been, had not the conſequences happened, which did: a 
circumſtance, which I ſhould not have to relate, had I aQed, 


as many others do who come before you, with more 


attention to my own intereſt, and leſs to the views of the 
SOCIETY. 


I nor gentlemen will not conſider this reaſoning as 
ſophiſtical, but fair and clear ; for certain it is, that when 
a man has a ſum of money ready to execute any piece of 


work, 
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work, and that by fire, or any other accident, he loſes that, 
and more by the ſame means; the whole ſum is a loſs to him 
of ſo much: This is my caſe; I am deficient in circum- 
ſtances, it appears, by the unfortunate conſequences of this 
undertaking £957 Os. 11, and have been obliged to raiſe 
money upon intereſt, to enable myſelf to proceed with the 
very undertaking by which J ſuffered; becauſe I ſaw, at 


leaſt I thought I ſaw, my Patrons wiſhed to have it re- eſta- 
bliſned. 


Ir leave, under theſe circumſtances, to ſubmit to 
the conſideration of my much honoured Patrons in their 
united capacity, and to the breaſt of every member in- 
di vidually, what ſpirit or inducement I can have to proceed 
with an undertaking ; which, in its conſequences, has been 
ſo injurious to me? What ſpirit can I have to be ſtruggling 
with it, as | have been ever ſince the fire, with a load of 
debt upon me, which it is demonſtrable, it can never clea; 
off? Nothing, but from an enthuſiaſm to ſhew the SocieTyY 
that I am willing, and I hope able to ſerve the cauſe I am 
engaged in. Many gentlemen of the Socikr x are in em- 
ployments ; others have been, and are in buſineſs : Is there 
one who would purſue either, under the circumſtances that 
I am purſving this? But flattering hope, that ſeducer, that 
betrayer, that leader of man, has led me on from time to time, 
in expectations of a change of meaſures, and of ſome means 
of relief. That is not yet arrived. 


My ſincerely regarded Patrons The hazard, expence, la- 
bour, my inability to purſue, and unprofitableneſs of this un- 
dertaking; added to the precarious ſituation, in which I have 
already ſhewn | ſtand, reſpecting my being paid for the ex- 
periments; lead me to a point, which grieves me to men- 


tion; but when the baſis of a ſuperſtructure fails, the edifice 


muſt fall Pardon me, I cannot longer purſue theſe under- 
takings, upon theſe terms. — Never ceaſing application, ww7t5- 
out emolument; embarraſſed affairs, without relief; faithful 
execution, under cbleguy; and perſeverance, without cer- 
tainty ; are circumſtances, all conſpiring to a man's undoing ; 
which (when I look at my family) hurt my mind, and have 


impaired my health, which is of more conſequence to them, 


than any other object upon earth. | 
N | BuT 


„ 


BuT had I a fortune to purſue theſe undertakings, in 
the manner which I am ſure | could now purſue them for 
the publick benefit ; my paſſion for the occupation I am in, 
would lead me to it; becauſe, I am ſure | could make agri- 
culture flouriſh ; but that neceſſary, which is the life, and 
ſpring, of every publick buſineſs, is wanting; and | muſt 
with retirement, court contentment; becauſe | dare not, 
mul nut, run any further hazard: Tho* candour obliges me 
to admit, that from the experience | now have, and the per- 
ſectneſs of my men in the work, I am not loſing as I have 
done. 


GENTLEMEN who with well to their country, who are 
ſenſible that agriculture, and the general improvement of 
her lands; is the baſis, the primum, and the % of her 
internal, and natural intereſt ; as the proper and un:mpeded 
uſe of the lungs are to the life and health of an animal: I 
ſay, ſuch gentlemen will permit me to beg they will turn 
back to the gencral account jult ſtated, and conſider ; whether 
I have not been a uſeful member of the community, in 
having conſumed near {1000 worth of materials, and in 
having paid {1071 for gathering and working thoſe mate- 
rials; not into flying phaetons, or any other expenſive trifles; 
but into inſtruments of huſbandry, ior the improvement ot 
yeur lands. I appeal, my much bin;ured Patrons, to your 
expectations, when I embarked in this work, whether you 


imagined or expected, I could have done ſo much as this by 
Chriſlmas 1768 


BerokE I quit this department, I ſhall beg leave to re- 
ply for the information of gentlemen, to ſome refleQtions 
which I have heard of; and to propoſe a few queſtions, for 
the better information of the SberET V, and the publick. 


IT has been ſaid, “ that the SociETY gave me 20 per 


cent for making ** caps and whips.” 


Tur gentleman who urged this as a negative reaſon a- 
gainſt my being paid for the experiments, which you directed 
me to make; | am perſuaded, from his amiable good cha- 
rater, that he thought ſo, or he would not have ſaid it: 
But I hope he will pardon my aſſuring him that he is miſ- 
taken; and if he will pleaſe to look over the returns I have 

3 * made 
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made to the Socixr x in claim of that bounty; he will find 
there is no ſuchthing mentioned; nor any other article, which 
does not immediately relate to huſbandry : but had I been 
able to get the whips made, which are mentioned in my 
laſt liſt, at the time of making thoſe returns, and that I had 
fold any of them, I certainly ſhould have put them in my 
returns; becauſe they are the compleat, and proper inſtru- 
ments for driving horſes in every department of huſbandry, 
and I believe, could not then be got in this kingdom. 


Bur as to caps, faddles, &c. out of the immediate de- 
partment of huſbandry; I] was obliged to introduce them in 
my liſt for two reaſons: One was, that I feared I could not 
have buſineſs enough to employ an hand in the department 
of huſbandry harneſs : Another was, that the, man I have 
would not engage with-me, if I would not have conſented 
to it; he urging, that he ſhould ſuffer in his hand as a work- 
man by deſerting that branch ; and as I found by his abilities, 
that he was really an acquiſition to the kingdom in the ar- 
ticle of harneſs, I was willing to gratify him in this parti- 
cular ; not caring a penny myſelf, whether any thing that 
did not tend to my immediate object, agriculture, was ever 
called for, fo that I could keep the man employed. I now 
find the demand more than he can execute, and therefore 
nothing is ever done out of the department which is my 


object, except to oblige a neighbour, or for my own im- 
mediate uſe. 


IT has been urged by another, as derogatory to this un- 
dertaking, that“ better inſtruments are made in the North 
than mine.“ This ſeems to be very extraordinary; becauſe 
] have ſent into the North I believe, near as many inſtru- 
ments, as to all the kingdom beſides ; fo that the gentleman 
who aſſerted this as a matter of fact, muſt be much miſ- 
taken, —He will permit me to aſk him whether he has ſeen 
ali the inſtruments I make? Or has he compared them with 
thoſe he means? And if he has, is he a competent judge of 
their v/es, and comparative merit? 


He will allow me to enquire where they are made in the 
North? And by whom I am ſure it is the gentleman's 
duty to inform the SOCIETY, and the publick of this partt- 
cular.— In the mean time, until he does that, and can prove 
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his North- country machines to be better, or even equal to 
mine in any competition; he muſt forgive my ſaying, no one 
man in the kingdom, can either know how to make as good 
machines, much leſs better; neither is there any man in 
the dominions knows the uſe of all my machines, becauſe no 
one man has ſeen them all: And the gentleman may ima- 
gine as he pleaſes; but let my factory diſſolve as ſoon as it 
may; after that, no one man in the kingdom can get them 
executed. 


IT has been ſaid by another, that“ I charge 30 per 
cent dearer for my implements, than they can be bought 
6“ for elſewhere.” 


I Have before, and do again repeat my requeſt, that he 
will inform the SocIETY and the publick, how he came 
to aſcertain that I fixed a price thirty per cent too high 
upon them ? 


I BEG he will inform the Socikr x, and the publick, who 
makes them 3o per cent cheaper ? 


Lr him inform them if he can, where they are to be had, 
even, at any price, of equal quality !—Where they are to be 
had even in the dominions, and then ſend for them, and let 
them be compared with mine in finiſhing, ſtrength, and exe- 
cution in the field: no, he may ſeex, hunt, and fend till he 
is tired, as | have done; and they will not know what he 
means.— This gentleman, does not know what the kingdom 
is in poſſeſſion of, in the machines I have made, and can make. 


PERHAPS theſe gentlemen may attempt to produce ſuch 
another perſon, as the one who produced an inſtrument 
before the SocitETY once before, praying encouragement, 
for attempting to make ſomething in imitation of mine.— 
I hope if that ſhall be caſe, care will be taken, that he does 
not perjure himſelf, as that unhappy man did. | 


I SHALL now beg leave, without intention of offending 
any individual, becauſe I will not name or deſcribe any man; 


but merely with an hope of accounting a little, for _— 
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kind repreſentations which have been propagated reſpecting 
this department, endeavour to ſhew ſome of the cauſes, 


SOME perſons who do not know me, have applied for in- 
ſtruments in a wonderful high tone, as if I really were a 
country hatchet-man ; either totally forgetting, or not know- 
ing my department or character; and peremptorily muſt 
have them by a ſtipulated time. As being the fair and can- 


did way, I have, fairly, and candidly, told them it was im- 


poſſible ; for that other gentlemen had applied before ; and 


muſt, according to the rule | had eſtabliſhed, be ſupplied 
firſt.— This has been conſidered as an heinous offence. 


Orurxs have, from cauſes of this nature, countermand- 
ed their commiſſions ; and have applicd to their neighbours 
tor permiſſion, and ſome have ſent their workmen, even 
without aſking that permiſſion, to take dimenſions of ſome 
of my machines, which has been frequently refuſed by gen- 


tlemen, by referring them to me ; but to have applied to me 
again could not be reconciled. | 


Sour few others have deſired me to ſend machines to 
town with a bill of the amount; but the meſſenger returning 
without the money, has obliged me to apply by letter after- 
wards.—After twelve, and eighteen months; I have ſome- 
times pot the money : and ſome few others yet remain un- 
raid from one to three years: To apply has been con- 
i:dered as an affront ; tho? | have expreſsly publiſhed that I 
cannot give credit : From ſome inſtances of this kind, I have 


been very improperly treated, and threatened with publick 
cenſure, 


Ca it be wondered at then, that mil-repreſentations have 


Heen made, perhaps in private companies, in order to have 
them repeated in publick aſſemblies. 


Fox my part, I cannot but conſider that men, who, from 
private pique (at having their pride, their impoſition, or 
unreaſonable expectations a little checked) will ſtrike at 
another in publick employment, or at any work of 
publick utility, by private inſinuations, or miſ-repreſenta- 
tions; are ſuch, as no well meaning man will chooſe to have 
any ſort cf dealings with; and therefore, I have ſometimes 


offended 


* 
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offended pleople of this kind; becauſe, if J can help it, I 
never will have any ſecond connection with men, whom ! 
have once experienced, not to be, as men ought to be; 
reaſonable, decent, and fair. 


Ir any one feels this manner of writing to touch him; 
and that he thinks himſelf injured thereby; I have no objecti- 
on to a fair, candid, and open inveſtigation, in any manner 
that he pleates ; for I do not fear truth. 


ArTER expreſſing myſelf in this manner, I ſhould be 
wanting in ſenſibility and regard to the infinite majority of 
the gentlemen who have applied to me for inſtruments, if I 

omitted to make my moſt grateful acknowledginents, for 
their ready, and ſpeedy payment. 


I Have for the preſent, done with this department ; and 
ſhall, for the information of ſuch gentlemen as do not know 
it; beg leave to enter upon a third in which I am engaged, 
expreſsly at the inſtance, and particular requeſt of the So- 
CIETY. 


EARLx in the ſummer of 1765, it was mentioned in the 
SociEx x, as an object of great conſequence to the improve- 


ment of agriculture, the putting out apprentices to learn the 


praclical knowledge of huſbandry. 


GENTLEMEN were fo ſtruck with the idea, that many 
ſpoke to it, and every one ſeemed to feel it ſo ſtrongly, that 
I remember (for I happened to be preſent) ſeveral riſing at a 
time to otier their ſentiments; inſomuch, that if politeneſs 
had not produced order, it would have been hard for the 
chair to determine it. 


Ar length, I had the honour to be called upon "uy my 
ſentiments ; the ſubject came upon me by ſurprize, and 
therefore I could not ſay any thing but what aroſe from re- 
cent ideas: — Hlowever, the gentlemen then preſent were 
pleaſed to think the little I did fay worthy their notice; and 
accordingly, it became an immediate reſolution of the So- 
CIETY, to requeſt, that I would commit my thoughts to pa- 
per againſt the following T bur/day. 


SHORT 


-” 


1 


SHORT as the time was, I did ſo, and attended the next 
meeting with my little manuſcript, which was read in the So- 
CIETY at large; and they were pleaſed to refer it to a 
committee, to think of the beſt and moſt effeQual method 
of eſtabliſhing this, their new object; and I was deſired to 
attend the ſaid committee, from day to day. 


I s00N found, that the ſentiments of the gentlemen 
who attended that committee, led them to think of my 
engaging in this undertaking. I knowing my own feelings 
better than any other man can poſſibly know them, and the 
incommodiouſneſs of my houſe for making any addition to 
my family, already very large ; found myſelf obliged to lay 
before them, the many 1mpediments to my engaging in ſuch 
an undertaking: After which, gentlemen cannot but remem- 
ber the manner in which the matter was put to me; 10 
eblige (as it was expreſſed) the SocttTy, I could not but 
acquieſce ; particularly as it ſeemed to be the intention, an- 
nually to enlarge the number, and that I ſhould be enabled 
to erect a proper building for their reſidence; and from the 
number, that I ſhould be enabled to keep proper people to 


attend their little domeſtick concerns, immediately under my 
own inſpection. | 


I APPEAL to gentlemen, whether I did not abſolutely 
refuſe the taking a ſum of money with the boys as an ap- 
prentice fee? But rather choſe that an annual allowance 
ſhould be ſtipulated for their maintenance and cloathing ; 
in order, that in caſe any, or all of them ſhould turn out * 
improper objects of ſuch publick favour, or improbable per- F 
ſons to anſwer the wiſe and uſeful intentions of the Soc ir v; 1 
that I might at any time get rid of them, and have them re- 


placed by others; but when J attempted that, I found it very 
difficult. 


I was deſired by gentlemen, to conſider what would be 
a proper ſum for the SOCIETY to allow; and accordingly, 
J named (12 per annum for each boy, which gentlemen 
ſeemed to think very reaſonable; and accordingly, the matter 


was concluded, and I took five apprentices, out of the Work- 
houſe of Dublin. | | 


IT cannot he conceived, that T would have ſaddled myſelf, 
and incommoded my fam iy with five unruly boys upon ſuch, 


or 
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or any other terms, had it not been to oblige the Socix v; 
or, had I not conceived that the plan would really have been 
carried into execution: but now, four years are elapſed, 
and nothing more has been done towards a {cheme, in which 
gentlemen were ſo zcalous, 


For, the Socik rv, in their petition to Parliament, in 
the ſeſſion immediately ſucceeding, informed the houte alſo 
of this tranſaction, and added; ** It being their intention to 


«© keep up a ſucceſſion of apprentices, in order to ſupply the 


„ diſtant parts of the country, with friljul workmen and 
* buſbandmen.” —And in the SocttTyY's petition to the lalt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, the fame words were repeated. 


THrsx words in the firſt petition, were ſo ſolemn a decla- 
ration; and in the ſecond, ſuch an earneſt of ficady perſe- 
verance ; in confirmation of what had paſſed during the 


negotiation of this tranſaction; that 1 relied upon it, by 


this time, that this undertaking would have been in ſo flouriſh- 
ing away, as to have added dignity to the SoctETY, and 
honour to the nation: But it has happened, from an infinity 
of buſineſs I preſume, that this undertaking ſeems to have 
been forgotten; as if it were to have died away, with the 
expiring time of the firſt five apprentices. 


Wuar end this can anſwer to the SocirTy, or the 
publick, I do not fee : But had it been ſupported with that 
ſpirit and zeal with which it was begun, 1 ſhould have had 
pleaſure in the conducting of 1t. So many individuals would 
have been rendered valuable, and inſtructing members of the 
community; and dignity and honour would have been 
daily accumulating thereby to the authors of an under- 


taking, which ſeems to be expirirg in its infancy, with thoſe. 


other undertakings, upon which it was graited 


Tur annual allowance for theſe boys, has always been 
added; when it has been thought neceſſary to exhibit the 
lum total which I have received from the Socttry for 
various (I can't but think) valuable conſiderations, with a 
view to impede or obſtruQ my being paid my annual allow- 
ance for reprating, extending, and making your experi- 
ments,” under your expreſs inftrutt:ns. 


SURELY 
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SOCRELY, gentlemen who have uſed the ſum total as a 
negative argument to my being paid for the experiment, don't 
expect me to make them for this ſum which I am allowed for 
the apprentices ? they ſurely muſt have forgot, or cannot know, 
that I embarked in this undertaking to oblige the Socikr : 
And if the political mind ot the SocteTyY is changed in 
this, their cn ſcheme ; {urely, when gentlemen ſhall conſider 
the matter upon principles ot delicacy and honour, my 
whole undentakings are tacit!y under the ſupport and patron- 


age of the SOCIETY as much as this, at leaſt for the time 


they have engaged me therein; their repeated inſtructions 
for experiments confirm, that the bady think ſo ; or why 
ſhould I have tied myſelf down for ſeven years to their five 
apprentices ? 


SURELY, gentlemen cannot imagine that I can be a gainer 
by this contract with the Society, except, in how much 
I may have obliged, in complying with their requeſt ; and 
whena man engages in an undertaking, where much trou- 
ble, vexation, and expence attends it, (as muſt be ſuppoſed 
to have attended this) without any profit ; ; it is manifeſt the 
engagement is to oblige; and gentlemen who were at the 
negotiation and concluſion of this affair, I am ſure will re- 
member my engagement was meerly to oblige ; as, even at 
that time, | was moſt incommodiouſly circumblanced to em- 
bark in ſuch an undertaking ; how much more ſo to conduct 


it lince the fire, may be conceived ; And yet, ſome few gen- 


tlemen have ſeemed to think, the matter a great acquiſition 
to me. 


I SHALL ever conſider it an object truly deſirable, and 
highly worthy my attention, to oblige ſo reſpeQable a body 
as the DUBLIN SOCIETY ; but then I wiſh every member 


thereof, to underſtand the ſubject in its real, and Proper 


light. 


I navr thus endeavoured to remind and inform gentle- 


men, how I became honoured with the patronage of the 


SOCIETY ; how my expectations, and dependance, have been 


Excited from time to time, by the various reſolutions, pro- 


ceedings, and inſtructions of the SocitETY : And have, I 


hope, not improperly, or unſucceſsfully, endeavoured to re- 


move 


\ 
j 


I 


move ſome miſtaken objections, and prejudices, as they occaſio- 
nally occurred to my memory, in the courſe of my treating of 
the different departments, in which I am employed, under 
the ſanction, patronage, and encouragement, of the Soc iE x. 


ISHAIL now beg leave to take notice of ſome objections, 
and other matters, which come under a more general head, 
and therefore, could not fo properly come in, when I was 
upon the diſtinct departments. 


IT has been moſt unkindly reported by ſome perſons who 
have endeavoured to injure me, that“ my /:/s by the fire, 
amounted only to a trifle ;”* ſome have been cruel enough to 
ſay, it did not amount to { 30, and that the bouſes which 
bad burned, canſiſted only of mud walls.” 


I $8HALL endeavour to remove theſe conceptions. It is 
very well known, that juſt before the fire, I had erected a 
new houſe for my forges, which was a well finiſhed, and 
ſubſtantial building of lime and ſtone ; and, that the furniſhing 
that coſt me a large ſum of money; beſides which, in the 
loft of it, were many valuable materials for my factory: 
My dwelling-houſe a part brick, and a part ſto:e, and ſome 
of my furniture valuable, beſides an infinity of machines 
and timber, which were conſumed ; ſo that, upon the moſt 
moderate calculation, my immediate loſs amounted to at 
leaſt (500; and I am fully perſuaded, the conſequential 
loſs made the injury to me, near, if not quite as much more. 


I receriveD of publick bounty £209 188. and no more, 
even this, malevolence has augmented to 700 and { 1000 : 
But to put it fully in the power of thoſe who have thus re- 
preſented this ſum, to diſcover and inform me and the pub- 
lick, from whence the remainder came, 1 ſhall ſtate the 
particulars, as they ſtand in my ledger, which make the ſum TI 
did receive; and | have the more pleaſure in doing it here, 
as it is the firit opportunity I have had, of making my pub- 
lick, and grateful acknowledgments, to the reſpectable names 
hereafter written, and to ſuch gentlemen as contributed 
thereto, | 
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By Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bart. from himſelf, 


and other gentlemen, by him collected. 160 7 
By Maurice Coppinger, ELiq; collected by him 
and paid to me by Dr. Charigneau. = + 26 3 
By the Right Honourable the Earl of Shan- 
non, tranſmitted by himſelf, by poſt. - - < 
By Thomas Le Hunte, Eſq; and Michael 
Dally, Eſq; by them collected. -- 
By Amas Buſb, Eſq; himſelf. .. 
By Colonel Bury, paid me, by Dr. Chaigneau. 
By Sir Henry Cavendiſh, Bart. himſelf, - - 
By Richard Levinge, Eſq; himſelf, tranſmitted 
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Tae ſum total which I have received from time to time, 
from the Soc:tTy, for the different departments, and for dif- 
ferent ſervices and other conſiderations, has been frequently 
urged as a negative argument, againſt my being paid my 
annual ſtipend, for making the experiments under your expreſs 
inſtructions. 


I nave a true ſenſe of the confidence repoſed in me by 
the SoctETY, and upon all occaſions have moſt gratefully 
acknowledged it; but as the moſt certain teſt, and proof, I 
could give thereof, which is beyond any parade of words or 
profeſſions, I have executed what the SoctETyY ſet me about, 
far exceeding what I thought I could do; and I cannot but 
believe, much more than could be expected; and when gen- 
tlemen come to re- conſider the variety of bufineſs I am en- 
gaged in, under the SOCIETY'S poker 4 and implied inflruc- 
tions, as | have already ſhewn ; I hope they will think the 
labour, hazard, application, and expence, with the ſervices 
done, a full and ample confideration for the various ſums, 


which make the ſum total : For, I can hardly conceive that 


gentlemen expect, I ſhould proceed with undertakings, 


year after year, for the ſums I have received; when, with 


the return of every year, freſh expences occur with the 
ſeaſons, and the application in no degree abated : But if 
gentlemen 


gentlemen think the undertakings not worth purſuing, I 
humbly apprehend, that ſhould become the queſtion to be 
agitated, and not whether I ſhall be paid for what I am 
doing under your expreſs and poſitive inſtruct ions. 


And if any gentlemen are really of that opinion, I moſt 
humbly ſubmit to the conſideration of the Socikr v, whether 
ſuch a queſtion ſnould be ſuddenly determined, without pre- 
vious, and accurate enquiry, into the progreſs, and conduct, of 
undertakings, which, from their very name, imply the life, 
and improvement of the firſt national object. I alſo ſubmit 
it, whether, upon ſuch a queſtion, the ſenſe of the whole 
of your body, ſhould not be endeavoured to be obtzined, by 
long notice upon your paper. I own it is a queſtion, I ſhould 
be glad to hear of being propoſed upon ſuch terms. 


It has ſome times been an enquiry of gentlemen in debate, 
upon the queſtion of my being paid for obeying your inſtruc- 
tions, © whether any of my methads of tillage are practiſed by 
& farmers or other perſons,” and it was a queſtion in the free- 
mans Journal, by my friend Agricola,“ calling upon any gen- 
„ tleman, to ſhew any one inſtance where the experiments an- 
« ſwered any one uſeſul purpoſe.) . 


Tus latter queſtion was anſwered by two or three in the 
Journal, two of whom I have ſince known; and one 
of them is a gentleman of highly reputable chararaQter, 
both in the Soci Er v, and every other circumſtance of lite; the 
other 1s a gentleman who occupies the bulk of his own 
eſtate, he thinking it too ſmall, to live upon the rent it would 
afford ; and I am happy in having contributed ſo much to 
his ſervice and profit, in this, his praiſe worthy occupation. 
Both theſe gentlemen offered to declare themſelves, if Agri- 
cola would do the like; and I ſigned my name to what I 


wrote, which I think was as much as any individual member 


could expe, when he appeared under anonymous names: 
but the gentleman choſe not to join iſſue uon thoſe terms; 
to charge in diſguiſe, ſuited him better, than open manly de- 
claration. bo : 


I ſhall now anſwer theſe two enquiries, which come in 


the ſhape and form of objections, by informing the SocteTY, 
that if it ſhall be their pleature, 1 will apply to many gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen in the diſſerent provinces for credentials, whether my 
undertakings have not already contributed to the improve- 
ment of agriculture as much, as could poiſibly be expected, 
for the time | have been employed: for I fear not but to 
obtain ſuch teſtimonies of approbation, as would give pleaſure 
to the Soc i, if they could find time to examine them, 
and | believe afford me ſome credit with gentlemen who 
think unfavourably, 
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But would gentlemen wiſh, or mean to deſtroy undertak- 
ings which muſt eventually afford many improvements 
and advantages? ſuppoſe not one had as yet ariſen in their 
infancy : can it be expected, that every man can or will adopt 
immediatcly cvery thing that is recommended? are not the 
end and purpoſes of the experiments, to diſcover which me- 
thods, and u Hich plants are to be preferred; and conſequently 
which are to be recommended to the uſe and practice of the 
publick ? are they not calculated to operate and prevail upon 
men to imitate them, where they are found ſucceſsful, by 'v 
exhibiting them to their view ? or do gentlemen expett that 
I, or any other individual can purſue them, and that with- 
out a fortune, when the publick intereſt is the ſole objec ? 
Suppoſe I could purſue them, and many benefits arole to the 
publick, the SOCIETY, wou'd ſtill have the credit of ſupport- 
ing them; when in fact, if the majority had aQed as the 
minority would have had them, they had been deſerted ſome 
time ago. 
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Ir I had purſued theſe whole undertakings as I have done, 
at my own ſuit, is there any one gentleman in the kingdom 
whowould not have regarded, applauded, and eſteemed me for 
it ? would not every man have ſpoke of it as meritorious ? 
Permit me to appeal to the mind of every gentleman indivi- 
dually then, and let kim examine, whether my misfortune in 
not having an income equal to this, in any degree abates the 
merit, and utility of the work? tho? I ſha!l admit that in 
point of complexion, my being paid (if I were fully) leſſens 
the liberaliiy of ſpirit which the other form would 
ſhew; but then I claim the having that ſpirit and 
diſpoſition ; which was the very circumitance that made me 
a farmer. 
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WovrLD gentlemen wiſh that the Dustin Socirrx, 
ſhould juſt give their ſanction to undertakings of ſuch nati- 
onal conſequence ; then to ſomething elſe, and leave the con- 
duct and ſupport of them upon any individual ? ſurely not, 


for the mere ſanction of the SocteTY will not keep any 
undertaking alive. 


beg leave to obſerve, that the very word experiment, 
implies hazard and certain expence, attended with precarious 
gain, but certain information: my whole undertakings come 
under the appellation of experiment, for every plant I cul- 
tivate, and every mode [ attempt, every machine | make or 
amend is an experiment, under ſpeculation. Should I be 
obliged to bear the expence, becauſe my mind leads me to 
ſuch enquiries ? is not my labour and attention enough? 
Small experiments would ſufficiently gratify and inform me, 
for the direction of my own private purſuits; but for the 
publick view, and publick conviction, I muſt exhibit; fields, 
thereby to animate imitation, whilſt my name is honour'd 
with the ſanction of the DupBLix SoclETY; and that 
ſanction will lead the publick to me; and ſhall it be expected 
that I muſt continue to hold out ſuch exhibitions, and give 
my time to the calls of the publick, without being paid for 
my time, trouble and expence ? or can it be imagined I can 
do it upon precarious or uncertain terms? it has been plain, 


that a majority of the SOCIETY, have thought the con- 
trary. 


beg leave to purſue this chain of reaſoning a little fur- 
ther: ſuppoſe our experiments had been ſo long depending, 
as to have perfectly diſcovered every information that we can 
poſſibly wiſh for; yet, even in that caſe, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that every occupier of land ia the kingdom could be at 
once prevailed upon to adopt thoſe diſcoverics ; every man 
would not have ſeen them in practice - permit me—would 
it not be worthy of the DusLiN SocteTY, would it not 


correſpond with their inſtitution till to pay me, or any other 


man, for holding out thoſe exhibitions for the reinſpection 
of thoſe who had ſeen, for the inſpeQtion and conviction of 


thoſe 
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thoſe who had not ſeen, but might? I own I think ſo, 
wcIc it even tor 500 years, 


J has bern urged, that better books upon the jubjetl of 
erricuiturs ave i ready extant, than can Poſſibly be expecled 
from mo and therefere, experimental enquiries by me, under ) 
tle SOCIET1's inflruciions are not neceſſary. 


IT fcems, that gentlemen who reaſon in this manner, 
imagine, the only way of inſtructing the gentleman and 
farmer in the judicious management ot land, is to ariſe from 
books : Were that the caſe, it is a wonder, that every man 
in the kingdom is not fully acquainted with the beſt methods 
ot improving land, the moſt profitable plants, and the beſt 
culture of them: And yet, notwithſtanding the number 
of books we have, how few do we find, acquainted with \ 
thoſe particulars ? 


I 8H411, not offer to leſſen the merit of any ancient or 
modern writers; every man's performance muſt ſtand upon 
its own bottom; and | hope, in the little things which I 
have ſent into the world at the z:/lance of the DuBLIN So- 
CIETY ; there appears through the whole, a ſpirit of can- 
dour, eſteem, and regard, for the charaQter and abilities of 
every ingenious writer: However deficient mine may appear 
to the works of others, plagiariſm has been no part of my 
demerit: And whilſt I live to ſee my publications quoted, 
nay, in a manner wholly tranſcribed by the writers in a 
neighbonring kingdom; whilit I receive repeated letters of 
approbation from living authors, (and with whom I am not 
acquainted) whoſe writings are in the higheſt repute ; 
honourable marks of approbation from other SOCIETIES, 
ſoliciting my correſpondence and aſſiſtance; and the favour of 
a very honourable majyrity of the DUBLIN SOCIETY) the argu- 
ment juſt recited, will give me the leſs concern; for the mea- 
ſure of a man's grief at reproach, and of his happineſs under 
approbation, will always be determined in his own mind, by 
the reputed judgment and experience, of the perſons con- 
demning. or commenting z and becauſe I think, I am as 
well acquainted with the books exant, as moſt men in this 
kingdom; and {hall venture to ſay, that I have furniſhed the 
world with ſome new hints; have brought to light, the merit 
and uſe of ſome plants not known before; and in many in- 
| ſtances, 
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ſtances, have ſhewn the practicability of methods, recom · 
mended by the moſt ingenious writers. 


I HEARTILY congratulate mankind, that there are many 

very excellent, and inſtructing books already extant upon our 

ſubjeQ, and I take pride in acknowledging, that I owe the 

greateſt obligations to the labours of Tull, Duhamel, Chateu- 

f Vieux, Mills, Home, Hales, Shaw, Boyle, Hoffman, M. Quare, 
Stilling fleet, Columella, Bacon, Evelyn, Laurence, Hart, &c. 


Bur I beg leave to aſk, who reads theſe inſtructing 


books ? 

How many perſons are there in the kingdom who read 
them all ? | 

And of thoſe, how many are there, who perfectly under- 
ſtand every ſubjeQ ? 


How many were there, who had put the inſtructions of 
thoſe ingenious men in practice, to the conviction of farmers, 
before I appeared? 

Have not my fields been viſited by thouſands ? 

Have not thoſe under experiments, and my publications, 
raiſed a ſpirit and emulation through the kingdom, not known 
before ? | 

How manv farmers read the voluminous productions of 
the ingenious men above named ? 

How many are there, who can underſtand them ? 
How many are there, who can afford to buy them, if they 
could underſtand them ? 

And, are there not many of the perſons we wiſhto inſtruQ, 
who cannot read them at all, if they bad them ? 


Wr have experienced, that theſe are the impediments to 
improvement, which the books extant have not, and J fear, 
cannot overcome. Theſe conſiderations induced me to think 
of the plan, of exhibiting experiments in actual practice, 
to the inſpection of the publick ; and I preſume, the fame 
reaſons induced the DuBLIN Soc1ETY to adopt my plan; 
and that reſpectable majority, who have always appeared on 
my behalf, to ſupport it to this day. | 


Bur gentlemen, who urge the kind of reaſoning already 
mentioned as a negative argument againſt me, ſeem to forget, 
that the beſt written performance, we have, cantiot convey 
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conviction 
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conviction to the doubtful, and unbelieving, ſo fully, as ſeeing 
any ſyſtem the writer recommends, reduced to actual prac- 
tice in the field; for, if it could, every man who reads, 
would be as good a farmer, as he who is in practice. And 
yet, the theoriſt in any ſcience is not looked upon to be ſc 
perfect a maſter, as he who is in actual practice; for I fancy, 
a theoretical navigator, who might acquit himſelf very well 
over a bottle upon the ſubject, would make put a poor 
figure at the helm in a rough ſea, when put in competition 
with the practical knowledge and experience of an unpoliſhed 
ſailor. Juſt ſo it is in the field. The farmer in theory 
knows what a plough is, and that it is to be drawn by 
cattle ; but knows no more how to ſet it to work, or to 
yoke the cattle, than the book does, which he has been read- 
ing; and yet, he will hold his judgment to be above that 


of the man, who, perhaps, is quite equal to him in theory, 
and more extenſive in practice. | 


Maxy of the people, whom we wiſh to inſtru, we may 
read to, and talk to, until we are tired, and they cannot be per- 
ſuaded to believe a word we ſay; but ſhew them a field under 
any mode of culture, or urder any plant you would recom- 
mend; and in hve minutes, they will receive more conviaion, 
than five years ſpent in the cleareſt reaſoning will convey. 


Or this fact, I have juſt now had as ſtriking an inſtance, 
as ever I had in my life: A little farmer in my neighbour- 
hood, who is at leaſt fixty years of age, and rents about £ 39 
a year in land, which is al he has arrived to from following 
a plough his whole lite, has, for fix years paſt, been an occa- 
ſional viſitor of mine. His little farm not affording graſs, he 
has been every year buying hay for wintering his cattle : [ 
have frequently perſuaded him to ſow a few turnips, and 
plant a few cabbages to leſſen that expence, but all to no 


effect. Lait June, when l was putting five acres ot ground 


under cabbage plants, he came into the field; and jibingly ſaid, 
& why ſir, you will have cabbage enough for your cows :* 
in ſhort, he had no opinion of it, notwithſtanding I took 
ſome pains to convince him of the utility of the practice. 
He came here to day (the 11th of Septemb-r) complaining, 
O lord, fir, (ſaid he) I have bought my hay, and it is fo 
« high, as to have coſt me 20.“ I could not but ſmile 
at him, and took him into the field he ſaw me planting in 


June. 


1 


Juue. The man was aſtoniſhed, his doubts all vaniſhed ; he 
1s now determined to have turnips and cabbages himſelf for 
the future ; and aſſerts in his ſurprize, there will be more food 
for cattle upon theſe five acres of ground, than any forty acres 
in the neighbourhood, under graſs, can afford. Indeed, I believe 
T #® there will be as much in the diſtreſſing months of the ſpring, 
as any ten acres can afford of natural graſs in June. 


Tux like circumſtance happened lately, with a gentle- 
man of my neighbourhood, who came to look at my fields; 
for, henceforward he is to be a cabbage farmer; and altho* I 
have ſometimes had converſation with him upon the ſubject, 
(as he 1s fond) of feeding, yet, I never could prevail upon 
him to adopt the practice, until he ſaw my preſent exhibi- 
tions of winter paſtures. | 


SOME people have imagined, it is ſufficient to culti- 
vate cabbages, without paying any regard to the kinds, 
and manner of cultivation. in theſe particulars alſo, the 
utility of my experiments has moſt happily appeared ; 
becauſe they are leading us to diſcover, in what ſeaſons 
the different kinds of this tribe will beſt anſwer to the 
farmer, grazier, and dairy man; and under what culture 
they can be rendered moſt prolifick, at the ſmalleſt ex- 
pence.— And perhaps, it is one of the moſt important 
| ſubjedts we can experiment upon; becaule, it tends to 
1 promote variety of advantageous improvements in tillage. 
— But I ſhall be pretty full upon theſe points in my re- 
port for this year, tho* by no means ſo full as I find the 
ſubject is capable of; for every day, new ideas ariſe 
from my practice, which before J had no conception of, 
becauſe the books we have extant do not lead me to them. 


I APPEAL to gentlemen, who think unfavourably of 
my endeavours in the publick ſervice, whether theſe kind of 
circumſtances, of which I could name an infinite number, 
(not all ſo ſtrong indeed) are not fully anſwering the uſe- 
ful purpoſes intended by my experiments ? ” I appeal to the 
candid, whether they do not ſhew the utility and importance 
to the publick, of my exhibiting experiments in this manner ? 
For gentlemen, and farmers, adopting theſe methods from my 
exhibitions, excite others to imitate them; and ſo by degrees, 
the utility of my experiments diffuſes advantageous prac- 
tices through the kingdom. 
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Urox theſe conſiderations, I ſincerely hope, from the 
love I have to mankind, that the DusBLix SocttTy, will 
ever have in their employment, an experimental farmer, fo 
long as they remain a SOc1ETY. That I ſhall be the perſon, 
is not my wiſh or deſire a day longer, than until the So- 
CIETY can procure another, better qualißed to anſwer ſo 
deſirable a purpoſe ; and I ſeriouſly recommend it to gentle- 
men, who think unfavourably of me, that they ſeek for, 
and, finding ſuch a perſon, propoſe him to the conſideration 
and protection of the SociETY ; for I neither with, nor 
mean, to ſadd e myſelf upon any man, or body of men: All 
I hope, or wiſh for, is impartial juſtice, without favour or 
atfection: That being obtained, refleQions will be filent ; 
and the diſtreſſes, which I can truly ſay, my zeal, and in- 


tegrity in the ſervice I am in, have brought upon me, will 
be removed, | 


As to the books extant being ſuperior to mine, it is a 
point I ſhall not controvert ; becauſe moſt of the books we 
have are offered to the world as ſyſtems of agriculture ; 
mine are only accurate accounts of experiments, made 
in a few years, upon particular methods, and. under 
particular circumſtances z warning the publick as far as they 
have gone, what they may de, and what they are to avoid; 
candidly relating things as they happened: T hat, 1 hope, is 
praiſe worthy ? I boldly claim it, as being meritorious; and 
Jam proud that they have gone into the world, under the 
ſanQtion of the DUBLIN SOCIETY. 


AT the ſame time, I beg leave to urge, that my expec- 
tations of ſerving, and informing the 2 aroſe not rom 
my conſequential publications, any farther, than from their 
making the publick more acquainted with what I am doing 
in their ſervice, under the inſiruction- of the DuBLIN So- 
CIETY; and thereby, they are the more induced, and per- 
ſuaded, to vi/it, and examine, my exhibitions in the field; be- 
cauſe there, actual practice appears, and conviction enſues 
from ocular demonſtration: From this it was that I expected to 
do, and | hope, have done mankind real ſervice ; and I preſume, 


theſe were the prevailing motives, which induced the So- 


CIETY, to requeſt the publication of my different papers ; 


and alſo, the motives for their diſtributing them over the 
kingdom, as well as to ſhew their anxiety in the ſervice of 
the publick. 


GENTLEMEN 
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GENTLEMEN, who have been pleaſed to eſpouſe my un- 
dertakings, have been diſtinguiſhed under the name of Mr. 
Baker's friends.” 


Y 8 


: I am very happy to find, that I have friends, and take 
8 pride in tendering my moſt grateful acknowledgments to 
every gentleman, who is ſo kind as to allow me to conſider 

him my friend, here in a country, where I am a ſtranger; 

and I promiſe them, in every character, and condition, to 

behavein ſuch a manner, as ſhall not diſgrace their friend- 


ſhip. 


GENTLEMEN, who have intended this appellation as a re- 
proach, will pleaſe to conſider how I came to have ſo many 
friends in the kingdom; ſo many even in the DusBLin So- 
CIETY, as always to have had a reſpeQable majority, upon 
every queſtion : They can't ſay it has ariſen from national 
connections, electioneering influence, parliamentary, or any 
other intereſt ; becauſe, when I landed upon the Iriſb ſhore, 
there were only two gentlemen in the kingdom, with whom 
I had the leaſt acquaintance; they were both ſtrangers, and 
have long ſince left the kingdom. 
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I APPEAL then, to the ſentiments of gentlemen, how 
I can have made ſo many friends, as I flatter myſelf I have? 
1 It is manifeſt, from no other cauſe, than my application to 
the undertakings, in which | am engaged ; and that equity, 
and candour, which I have experienced in the gentlemen, who 
have examined my labours : And it they are partial to me, 
it muſt be imputed to the love they have for their country, 
becauſe they are pleaſed to think I have been, and can be 
uſeful, in the improvement of it. 


GENTLEMEN very well know, I have not made thoſe 
friends, by going from houſe to houſe, ſoliciting the favour- 
able attendance of gentlemen, as moſt of the people do, 
who appear before the SocteTY: My duty to the employ- 
ment I hold, will not allow me time for it; neither can I 
practice it ; becauſe I conſider ſuch a practice, fit for none 

but thoſe, who have nothing elſe to recommend them: I 
ſhould be aſhamed, I ſhould be afraid to offer any thing ſo 
affronting to that virtue, which ſhould, and I am perſuaded 
does, guide the ſentiments of the members of your Houſe - 

And 
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And where gentlemen act from principle, and happen not to 
be properly informed, it is unfortunate to the party intereſted; 
but generally to no purpoie his attempting to inform, un- 
leſs he is called upon; then, and then only, as I conceive, 
he acts becomingly, in ſtating things as they are. 


SOME attempts I underſtand have been made, to poſſeſs the 
SOCIETY of an idea, that I am and have been ditobliging : 
A charge, which I own ſurprized me; becauſe I can ſay with 
the moſt conſcientious truth, that I have with the ſame 
courteſy received all men, from the lord to the peaſant ; 
explained, anſwered queſtions, letters, gone journies, fre- 
quently ſent my ſervants, horſes, and inſtruments, to the 
aid of thoſe who called, withuat fee or reward. ] cannot 
but ſay, I am ſorry the whole of my conduct in this way 
has not been known in the SOCIETY ; if it had, I think I 
ſhould not have a negative voice in that houſe. 


| HAVE heard, it has been frequently urged, as a nega- 


tive argument, againſt my annual allowance for making the 
experiments * that 1 hade the crops ariſing from the 
different experiments”, 


SURELY, gentlemen, who urge that kind of negative rea- 


ſoning, will think it highly reaſonable that I ſozuld have 


them, becauſe they are the produce of land, which | pay 


the rent of, they are the produce of my labour and expence; 
and becauſe I believe, according to the ideas we have of 


property, no other man can be fonnd, who is ſo juſtly en- 
titled to them. 


I am at a loſs to conceive. what this kind of reaſoning 
tends to; do gentlemen imagine, that the produce of my 
experiments is a conſideration, for my application and ex- 
pence in purſuing them ? or do they imagine, that ſor the 
precarious gain, which the very word experiment implies, 
I am to give my time to the ſervice of the public, under the 
nominal protection, and poſitive inſtructions of the DuzLIN 
SociEr v, without being rewarded for my trouble and 
expence? 


I peG gentlemen will be ſo good as to conſider, that 


there is much difference between my purſuing a regular 
oo courſc 


) 


courſe of buſineſs upon my farm ſor the improvement of 
It, and my own profit, and that of carrying on variety of 
experiments in my fields, for the inſpection and informa- 
tion of the publick. 


THE making meadow is looked upon to be the ſolid 
and capital improvement upon a farm, becauſe that enhances 
the value of it, beyond any other ſpecies of improvement : 
inſtead of doing that, when I have brought a piece of ground 
to a ſtate fit for it, I am obliged to carry on a courſe of ex- 
periments, in order to diſcover and ſhew the moſt profi- 
table methods of treating land in a courſe of tillage ; becauſe, 
tillage is the object of the SociEr x; and in thoſe expe- 
riments, often foregoing methods, which being purſued, 
would be profitable and advantageous to me: of this I 
could ſhew many inſtances, fince I have had the honour of 
being in the ſervice of the SociETy. 


Wirnour dwelling longer upon this ſubject; I beg leave 
to appeal to the SocreTY at large, as the fountain, from 
which equitable ſentiments will flow; whether, if my 
experiments were even every one profitable in the event, and 
that I conduQted them at little or no expence : my giving 
my time to the ſervice of the publick, and anſwering their 
various applications, are not conſiderations, which amply 
intitle me to my annual allowance, fo long as I continue to 
act under your Sandlion and under your inſtructions? 
But when my truly reſpeQed Patrons ſhall conſider, how 


great mult be my expence, how much care and applica- 


tion, every expcriment requires, through every ſtage of it, 
from the commencement to the completion, with all the 
train of conſequential labour; I flatter myſelf you will con- 
fider, that I have been retained in this, your ſervice, upon 
very reaſonable terms. 


Fox my part, I only wiſh to remove prejudices, which, 
I am. very willing to believe, have chiefly been founded 
in miſtake ; and therefore I have endeavoured, in the courſe 
of theſe ſheets, to anſwer every objection, which I have 
ever heard of; and if I have been ſucceſsful therein, I ſhall 
be truly happy ; but if any gentleman ſhall have any objec- 


tion remaining upon his mind, after reading this remon- 
ſtrance, in relation to my conduct in the diſcharge of my duty, 


I ſhall eſteem it a mark of his favour, if he will be ſo kind as 
to 
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to give me an opportunity of anſwering it, becauſe it would 
really grieve me to lie under the unfavourable conceptions 
of any gentleman, whoſe ſentiments are founded upon 
principles of honour and equity. SHOE, 


I Have heard that ſome perſons have ſaid I am expenſive 
in my domeſticł affairs ; a circumſtance, with which the 
generality of mankind have ſo little to do, that I ſhould not 


take notice of it, did I not recollect, that I am making my 


appeal to the Do BLIx SOCIETY ; a Body, to whom I am 


_ conſcious I owe many obligations; and therefore, that ſuch 


unkind inſinuations may be rendered as feeble as they are 
falſe, I ſhall endeavour to prevent ſuch repreſentations 
gaining any credit with the SoctETyY, by troubling you 


with a view of my domeſtick expences, as they ſtand in 


my books, ever ſince I had the honour of being in your 
ſervice. | | 


The amount of my Domeſtick expences for the 
laſt froe years as they ſtand in my books. 


| AE EY 
1764. From January 1ſt. to December 31ſt gg 0 33 
1765. From Do© - to Do 7323 11 #5 
1766. From Do. to Do. 127 18 6 
17679. From Do - to Do. 119 8 25 
1768. From Do. to Do. 132 5 114 
607 8 33 


Tuus I have ſtated the expence of my domeſtick af- 


fairs, as they really have been, which we ſee, in the courſe 


of five years, amount to £607 8s. 35d. But that the Soct- 


ETY may form a clear judgment of the nature of that ex- 
pence, and how much I am maſter of it in every reſpect, 
thereby to avoid ſuch inſinuations as are above mentioned, 


I ſhall fate the particulars of the laſt year. * 


Dr. 
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Dr. HOUSEKEEPING for the ** yer BG 
£ It 
Dec. 31. To the hearth Tax ——ͤ— O 10 pe 1 
o Beer „ * 
To Bread — 114 78 * 
; To Butter — 3 1 
bY 2 To Candles —— 2 9 2 Þþ 
To Coals —— 0-4-2 4 
To Farthen-ware — ta 1 
To Fiſh — 1413 1 
To Repairing Furniture — 19 8 1 
To Gardens, labour and Seeds. s © 22 Y 
To Glaſs Ware _ — 0 6 6 1 
To Horſes, by labour and drawing aA 
Coals, &c. 1 f 
To Labourers going for coals, &. 2 13 115 
1 To petty Articles —— 4 4 7 
To Market Expences — o IF 2 
To Meat — 15 5 6 | 
To Medicines — 1 © 6 
To News Papers — O 13 0 i 
To Oatmeal — oO 1 © 4 
To Oil — oO I 6 | 
To Potatoes — 118 9 b 
To Poultry — 2 9 42 f 
To Salt — O 17 11 ; 
To Snuff — 17 5 
To Soap, Blue and Starch 8 l 
To Spices — 9 7 f 
To 1 — 2 0 10 
To Sugar 6 4 62 
To — Wages — 3 19 oz | 
To Tea — 3 13 3 | 
To Vinegar — S "Si ; 
To Wooden Ware — 9 1 3 , 
To Wheat — 12 11 O 
To Wine | 2 9 © q 
To Weoung apparel for my ſelf and my : 
| | Family | * 35 17 11 | 
4 132 5 112 
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Tuus gentlemen ſee the particulars of one year's ex- 
pence, and in which every material uſed off the farm, 
with the work of horſes and labourers, are included. — 
And am perſuaded the Soc ixr v will wiſh, that every 
man they have encouraged, could give as clear an account 
ot this part of his conduct as I have done; and that ſuch 
accounts were attended to with the ſame accuracy, not only 
amongſt thoſe, who cannot afford to be expenſive, but even 
introduced in the domeſtick affairs of the opulent and the 
great: in that caſe, I ſhall be bold to ſay, that the ſer- 
vants of ſuch would much better know themſelves and 
their ſituaiion ; that many families would remain in a 
ſtate of comfortable decency longer than they do, and the 
nation be benefited thereby: the motives, which led me to 
fo ſtrict an œconomy, I ſhall not deſcribe, but leave to 
the diſcernment of the candid and the generous ; who I 
am ſure will feel for me, when they ſhall conſider, had I not 
met with repeated outrages, ſuch as few men have ex- 
perienced, that I ſhould have had pretentions to live at a rate 
per annum, equal, to either ten, or even twenty times the 
whole amount of my laſt five years expence :—but that is 
over, —and Jam truly thankful to almighty GOD, that 
(notwithſtanding fo great a change; a change, which 
would have ſunk many men into languor and deſpair, 
if it had not more materially affected them) I am bleſ- 
ſed with fortitude enough to exerciſe manly, and becoming 
endeavours, io ſupport a large family; and well pleaſed, that 
I can practice ſuchan economy. | 


Lest gentlemen ſhould imagine that in this account, 
I include the expence of maintaining and cloathing the ap- 
prentices, it may be proper for me to ſay, that I keep a 
diſtin account for them, under the title of Apprentices. 
And that this expence relates merely to my own family. 


IT was once ſaid, by one perſon, in a pubſick meeting, that 
IL embezzled the money of the SOCIETY.” There is ſome- 
hing hardy in this aſſertion. However, I ſhall only anſwer 
it by ſaying, that I never had acceſs to the treaſurer's cheſt, nor 
even to his hands, without a legal order of the SociEkr Y; 
and how I have uſed the money the SociETY have been 
pleaſed to grant me from time to time; what I have 3 
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will prove, and J hope this remonſtrance will ſhew ; but 
above all, their reſolutions, and petitions to Parkament, will 
confirm The inference to be drawn from this mighty 
charge, 1s fo plain, that it needs no comment. 


- \ Var1ovs refleQions of this kind, from time to time, 1 
own have much diſturbed me; and I was induced ſome time 
ago, with an hope of being informed of the cauſe of complaint 
againſt me, to call upon one of the members of the So- 
CIETY, Who always appeared in the oppoſition; and begged 
he would be ſo candid as to let me know, what it was that I 
had dane, or what I had cmitted to de, which had been pro- 
duQive of an oppoſition he eſpouſed. —T really imagined this 
was a very fair and reaſonable queſtion, in a cafe of ſo pub- 
lick a nature as this, and reſpecting undertakings, calculated 

1 whol:y for the publick benefit. 


ALL the information I could get ſrom the gentleman was, 
that ** all the money, which bad been advanced to me from time 
© to time by the SOCIETY, was an def of charity. — And 


* that thirteen pence a-piece. was too high a price for my 
& books.” 


THr1s information does not ſeem to warrant the many 
hard things which have been ſaid.—I appeal to the ſeveral 
In reſolutions .of the SOCIETY, their petitions to Parliament, 
the ſentiments of the publick, as to what I have done, and 
the preceding part of this remonſtrance, whether the ſums 
granted, were for “ charity,” —| appeal to the minutes, 
whether the Society did not fix the price of the books? 
— W hat 1 have ſet forth in the preceding ſheets, I hope, 
will clear _thot majority, who have always eſpouſed me, of 
this charitable | imputation. 


My purpoſe i in calling upon this gentleman was, with 
an. hope of being enabled by his candid information, to re- 
move any miſtaken conceptions which gentlemen on his ſide 
the queſtion might labour under, reſpecting me, or the under- 

| takings, 1 am engaged in; but. as from his account, the 
miſtake, ſeems to be with the majority of the Socix x x, in 
| having been very. charitable to me, and in making too hard 
2 bargain for books, I muſt leave it with them to conſider; 
and 
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and content myſelf with having anſwered all the objections 
which have come to my knowledge. 


I $HALL now beg leave, to ſubmit to the conſideration of 
the Soci Er, ſome general difficulties, and hardſhips, which 
I have laboured under, reſpecting the factory. 


In the commencement of this undertaking, gentlemen 
will ſurely conceive many difficulties to have ariſen, in the 
collecting proper men for the execution of the work; ſince 
I was in every reſpect to get better machines made, than had 
been in uſe, and many, which never had been made before. 


IT will be admitted then, that, altho' I was to chooſe 
the beſt workmen J could get, they were to be taught 
to execute my deſign in every new, and in the improve- 
ment of every old machine. This might have been eaſy 
with one or two men, had the machines, as they occurred 
to my mind, been tor my own uſe only ; but the demand, 
obliging me to increaſe the number of hands for the ſake of 
diſpatch, increaſed the difficulty and labour upon me. 


Tur incommodiouſneſs of the place will be eaſily con- 
ceived to have added to my difficulty in keeping ſuch a num- 
ber of refractory people together, whoſe mean, and corrupt 
ſpirit, would induce them to preſume upon their own conſe- 
quence to an undertaking, which was ſo new in itſelf, and 
in which they ſaw ſuch a demand; all conſpiring together, 
how moſt to embarraſs, and diſtreſs me, thereby to ſubvert 
the reaſonable order of dominion, and to bring me to terms, 
not to be complied with: A conduct, not to be wondered at, 
when we daily ſee it to be the general practice of the work- 
ing mechanical people, in this kingdom. 


By degrees, I have been obliged to ere& buildings, for 
the reception of my artificers, ſome of which are finiſhed, 
and others are in hands. 


Txt neighbourhood, not affording proviſions, in any re- 
gular mode, ſufficient to ſupply ſuch an influx of people, 
has obliged me, at all times, to keep large quantities of pro- 
viſions, to ſupply them, and their families. þ 
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Tre diſcerning judgment of every gentleman, who un- 
derſtands buſineſs, or who has conſidered the nature of it, and 
the diſpoſition of the lower claſs of people, will immedi- 
ately ſee, how diſtreſſing all theſe circumſtances muſt have 

10" been, eſpecially under the difficulty of an inſufficient capital, 
and where ſuch a work was to be conducted. 


Bur this has not been all, for I have ſcarcely employed 
any men, to whom [| have not been obliged to be in advance, 
and to ſome of them, to a very large amount : Many of thoſe 


fellows have run away in my debt, as the debit of the general 
account has already ſhewn. 


ANOTHER hardſhip I have laboured under, which has 

1 been very ſingular ; and I think by no means fair. Several 
| of my artificers have been invited, and tempted to leave me; 
ſome, by perſons, who I imagined, were above ſuch conduQ; 

and ſome by others, who have vainly, and unhappily, flattered 

themſelves, with the expectations of ſupplanting me. The 

latter ſurprizes me not, but I own, the former I wonder at. 


IT has been frequently mentioned by gentlemen, as a mat- 
ter of ſome admiration, that I did not eſtabliſh a ware-houſe 
in Dublin, in which to keep an aſſortment of my inſtru- 
ments, ready for ſale. It is a meaſure, which the undertaking 
has required; but I have never yet been able to keep an 
aſſortment here, neither have I proper houſes to keep them 
in; and therefore, much leſs capable of doing it in Dublin, 
as manifeſtly appears from what I have already ſet forth : 
But, were the undertakings properly ſupported, there ſhould 
always be ſuch a quantity of goods upon hand, (both here, 
and in town,) as inſtantly to ſupply any demand. 


In the courſe of that connection, with which I have 
been honoured by the Soci Er v, I have obſerved it an ob- 
jeQ of much deſire in them, to promote the eſtabliſhment 
of proteſtant colonies. I imagined, I ſhould gain their ap- 
probation, by availing myſelf of the nature of this under- 
taking, in ſuch an attempt; and I have made no inconſidera- 
ble progreſs therein, having already ſeveral proteſtant fami- 
lies upon my farm, 


Having 
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Havixc demonſtrably ſhewn, I hope to the conviction 
of the ingenugus, that I cannot yet have been a gainer by 
theſe undertakings; I appeal to the Socixrx, and to the 
breaſt of every gentleman individually, what is to be m 
ſituation, after ſpending years in the ſervice of the publick, . 
without emolument to my family? Am T then to be diſcard- 
ed? Am [ then to ſeek a new employment ? 'The prefent 

precarious terms, upon which I proceed, ſeem to tay ſo.— 
This conſideration, added to the many circumſtances of 
hazard, loſs, labour, application, reproach and diſapointment, 
which I have already ſet forth in this remonſtrance, I hope, 
will plead my excuſe, for having troubled the Socikr v in 
this manner. | 


nr 
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Thus I have preſumed, my much bonzured Patrons, to 
lay before you, the three departments, in which | have had 
the honour to act, under your immediate ſanAign,and various 
inftruficns; with a flight view of that train of conſequential 
buſineſs, which has engaged my attention, in every ſtage of 
this, your ſervice: Well knowing your candour, I have 
preſumed % ſhew you, how my dependance, upon your 
ſupport, has been excited year aiter year, by y:ur own 
reſolutions, your own inſtructions, and uther tranſaftions ; 
L: in which my reputation, and the undertakings ! am engaged 
in, have been materially intereſted : | have endeavoured to 
anſwer every objection, which I have ever heard of to the 
undertakings, or my conduct of them, in ſuch a manner, as 
1 flatter myſelf will be ſatisfactory to the diſcerning, the 
candid, and the juſt: In humble ſupplication, I have entreat- 
ed a redreſs of grievances ; and through the whole, the 
nature of ny caſe comes fully before you. 


Am. 
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FrRoM that impartial juſtice, which I am ſure you mean 
to be the guide of all your actions, I ſhould have the moſt 
implicit faith, of your conſidering all theſe maiters in their 
full force, were there even ns ather conſiderations to lead 
you to it, than the hardſhips of an individual ; but when I 
recollect, that the bafis of your inſtitution is PUBILCK 
UTILITY; and that you have taught me to think, my en- 
deavzurs in your ſervice have led ſo directly to that, your 
meritoricus «bjeft ; J have not, I cannot, retain the ſhadow of 
a doubt, but that you will moſt candidiy, and difpaſſionately, 

take 


Am. 


1 


take under your ſerious conſideration the caſe of a man, 
whoſe diligence and application in your ſervice you have ſo 
often approved : Your conneCtions with whom, you have 
repeatedly, and ſo diſtinguiſhingly, laid before the auguſt 
aſſembly of the nation; and whoſe endeavours (under your 
auſpices) in the publick ſervice, you have, by the whole 
tenor of your conduct, ſo ſtrongly recommended to the 
publick imitation 3 and of which, they have in numberleſs 
inſtances, availed themſelves. 


Uro the whole, when you ſhall conſider, my truly 
reſpetted Patrons, that in the proſecution of theſe, your works ; 
rapid flames ot fire overſet me; that difficulties have ever fince 
been ariſing as to my annual ſupport, and conſequently, daily 
doubts taking poſſeſſion of me, until you have paſs'd ſome freſh 
order of inſtructions, which ſtill, as they have come, put away 
my fears, and gave new vigour, to my before, languiſhing 
dependance ; becauſe, from thence I have conceived, gen- 
tlemen to be better informed ; but with the annual return, 
new difficulties have ſtill ariſen, and therefore, new doubts have 
taken place in my mind, a mind, harraſſed by diſtreſſes; in- 
volved by re-eſtabliſhing the undertakings, which you appeared 


to have ſo much at heart; ſtrained on one e various ap- 
0 


plications, ſolicitations, and diſappointments; and on the other, 
by daily inſtructions to my people, their diſobedience, negli- 
gence, proſſigacy, frauds, and impoſitions; and above all, eter- 


nally exerciſed in ſorrow, to make proviſion for the calls of the 


day that was paſſing over me. Under this group of evils, 
I humbly ſubmit to your confederation, how I am to proceed 
with undertakings, which are, in themſelves, attended with 
great, and heavy expence ? 


York inſtructions, of the 23d of March laſt “ recom- 
mends to my particular attention” the inveſtigation of “ na- 
nures upon tillage and meadow.” Here is a field, of a moſt 


_ extenſive nature, in which I have the honour of your direc- 


tions toembark : An enquiry, which brings in, every ſpecies 
of animal ſubſtance, and the digeſtion of animals ; almoſt 
every ſpecies of foſſil, and every ſpecies of vegetable; not 
only as to their capability of promoting vegetation ; but how 
the claſs of vegetables within the farmers department, can 
be rendered moſt prolifick, by the uſe of different degrees 


of 
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of thoſe different tribes ; diſtinAly, in their natural 
ftate, and alſo, under different ſtages of alteration, 
mixed, and unmixed with other bodies, in variety of 
proportions: And all this, “ upon as many different ſoils 
as may be.” But as to theſe particulars it is, that, as I 
conceive, with which this enquiry ſhould end; for there 
ſhould be an infinite deal done firſt, by chymically analizing 
the various bodies, which ſhould come under conſideration 
in this enquiry, to aſcertain of what they are compoſed ; ard 
thereby we ſhould be led to know, how they operate upon 
different occaſions : Theſe analizations ſhould be mixed in 
different proportions ; thereby to diſcove; their effects upon 
each other; attended with an infinity of ſpeculative experi- 
ments, to lay open the hidden treaſures of nature; thereby 
to accompliſh this deſirable object, to the uſe of the farmer, 
and the general benefit of mankind : And perhaps, nothing 
would lead us faſter to information, than examining ſoils of 
different qualities in the ſame manner. I might go on, for 
here is room enough ; but I ſhall ſay no more, this will 
fuffice to ſhew gentlemen, that this enquiry, which I have 
the honour to be directed to enter upon, is of a very ex- 
tenſrve nature: An enquiry, which, by its being too great 
for an individual (circumſtanced as I am) to ſupport, is there- 
by rendered more worthy of the DuBLin SocltTY : An 
enquiry, which, whoever may execute it, will be no leſs 
honourable to the Society, than to the gentleman who 
moved for it: And an enquiry, which, when gentlemen ſhall 
pleaſe to conſider it, they will ſee requires a man of ſome 
practical knowledge in chymiſtry to purſue it, and an ap- 
paratus, ſuch (as I before ſaid) farmers are not acquainted 
with. 


To purſue this meaſure, by committing different bodies 
to the earth, in order to diſcover their effects in vegetation, 


Would be to exhibit the effects, without ſhewing the cauſes ; 


often miſcarrying, and therefore, perhaps, as frequently con- 
demning the uſe of particular bodies, by not firſt knowing 
their heterogeneous parts, in quantity and quality, we ſhould 
thereby remain ſtrangers to their actions, and conſequently by 
uſing them inſufficiently, or over much, be led improperly to 
pronounce againſt them. In ſhort, it would be like a mari- 
ner ſteering a ſhip in a wide ſea, when, by the loſs of his 
magnet and reckoning, he ſhould be reduced io the neceſſity 
of direct ing his courſe by gueſs. 


TT 
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Tis enquiry is ſuch a one, as I have long been ambitious 
of entering into; and, had not my unfortunate fire, added 
to the uncertainty I have found myſelf in, ever fence that un- 
happy event, impeded my deſign, and much checked my 
ſpirits ; I ſhould long ſince have endeavoured to provide the 
neceſſary apparatus, to enable myſelf to embark in an en- 
quiry, ſo replete with information to mankind ; but as things 
now ſtand ; I appeal to gentlemen, how I can embark in any 
further certain expence, when I have, every year, for three 
paſt, found myſelf in fo precarious a ſituation, as I have 
already ſhewn ? But when] conſider, that it is to the DUBLIN 
Soc1ETY | make my appeal, that it is to that reſpeAable body 


I ſubmit my caſe, firmly convinced of their rectitude, my 
mind remains at reſt. 


Brok Iconclude, permit me, my much honoured Pa- 
trons, to throw the nature and importance of theſe under- 
takings, into another point of view, | 


NEax, or believe ſomething above, forty years you have 
been a Soc1tTy, bending your attention to the 1mprove- 
ment of agriculture : Soon after your eſtabliſhment, I have 
already ſhewn, in a former publication, your early propenſity 


to this object, by your letter to Mr. TULL, who lived at 
that time. 


In the ſpring of the year 1764, I had the honour of 
being taken under your conſideration, and protection, in 

which I have ever ſince continued, purſuing under your in- 
| firuflions this deſirable object; without any other recom- 
mendation, than your diſcernment of my endeavours to 
gratify your wiſhes, and expectations, in the ſervice of a cauſe, 
which you apparently have at heart, from its being the pri- 
mum, and baſis, of your charter. 


You have annually given me a ſum of money, for carry- 
ing on, and extending your experiments, for the publick in- 
formation; and a further ſum, for eſtabliſhing the factory 
already mentioned ; and you have engaged me to take ap- 
prentices, to learn the art of a judicious, and praQtical 
huſbandry. 
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Tast have been the fhree intereſting objects, in which 
I have had the honour to act under your protection: You 
have regularly, every year, by your wn2animus reſolutions, 
honourably acquitted me of the truſt you had committed to 
my care, for which I am truly thank/u!l.: You have re- 
peated!y informed the free, and great aſſembly of the nation, 
of theſe, your tranſactions and engagements with me; they have 
not expreſſed any diſapprobation thereof ; it may therefore 
be implied, that they approve of ae: your meaſures 
with me. 


Tuis whole and uniform tenor of your conduct has 
ſtamped a reputation upon my name, not only in this, but in 
ſome other nations, in theſe and other dominions; which 1 
have a pride in ſaying, I could never hoped to have obtained, 
without your ſanction; a ſanction, which will ever do honour 
to my name. And at the fame time, I hope, ſuch of my en- 
quiries, and machines, as the world are poſſeſſed of, are in 
no reſpe& derogatory to the honour, and dignity of my 
Patrons. 


Tart meaſures, in every ſtage of them, fo intereſting 
to the nation, and ſo new in themſelves, have excited an at- 
tention in the publick, to the buſineſs of this place; the ex- 
hibitions I have held forth in my fields, to publick inſpeQion, 
have been productive of approbation ; they have excited a 
ſpirit of emulation through the kingdom, and every gen- 
tleman is become a pradical farmer, informing, and inſlruc- 
ing, his tenants and neighbours, from his own experience, and 
my exbibitions : | am become the correſpondent, and ad- 
viſer of hundreds; all conſider they have a igt to apply 
to me for information and directions; becauſe, they conſider 
theſe undertakings, the undertakingsof the DUBLINx SOCIET v, 
firmly eſtabliſhed upon a ſolid baſit, for the publick ſervice. 


You have diſtributed over the kingdom 3500 books, 
containing an account of my experiments, for the publick 
information ; thereby, alſo informing them of theſe your 
undertakings, for their ſervice ; and by your order, another 
thouſand are to be Prepared for thoſe purpoſes, - 


For 
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Fox theſe undertakings, and the conſequential expence 
of printing, you have in the courſe of five years, given me 
2 large ſum of money. | 


AND ſhall it now be ſaid, after all theſe, your meaſures ; 
when my practice, muſt every day, render me more and more 
capable of promoting theſe ſalutary views; that theſe under- 
takings ſhall die away, juſt as they are brought to a degree of 
perfection, to anſwer the end propoſed ? and that the pub- 
lick ſhall loſe that reſource they depended upon, and looked 
upon as eſtabliſhed? and which the whole tenor of your 
conduct has tacitly recommended to their imitation ? — 

If that ſhall be your will and pleaſure; I muſt, I will be 
_ contented. x 


Bo T ſhall we ſee ourſelves ſupplied with bread from a 
northern world, three thouſand miles from us ? — Shall we 
hear of all Europe exerting herſelf in the improvement of 
agriculture, as the baſis, and ſupport, of every other art and 
manufacture? and ſhall we give up, let die away, or ſtarve 
undertakings, which have already ſhewn their utility, and 
which muſt eventually promote our internal intereſt ? — 
Be it fo! 


WEN France, to her honour be it ſpoken, is exerting 
every power, and every meaſure to improve her agricul- 
ture, to vie with Ergland in her capital trade of corn; upon 
the plentiful growth, and lively exportation of which, it 
has been demonſtrably proved, every capital manufacture ſhe 
has, depends“. 


For, at this time, there are “ thirteen SOCttTIES ex- 
[ſing in France, eſtabliſhed by royal approbation, for the pro- 
moting of agricuiture ; and theſe thirteen SocixriEs, have 
nineteen co-operating SOCIETIES belonging to them, where 
it happens that a diſtrict is too large to be effectually taken 
care of by one SOCIETY.” ; 


* THe art of agriculture is at preſent publickly taught 
in the Swediſh, Daniſb, and German Univerſities. Nor has 
Italy been totally inactive. The dutchy of Tuſcany has 
imbibed the ſame ſpirit ; and a private gentleman has left 
| ; his 
* See the Farmer's letters to the people of England. 
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his whole fortune to endow an academy of agriculture. 
Animated with a deſire, that the people under his govern- 
ment ſhould excel in huſbandry, his Sardinian Majeſty has 
ſent ſubjects to learn the practice of foreign countries, and 
mace ſeveral attempts to eſtabliſh a better method of agri- 
culture among his ſubjects. The proceedings, abilities. and 
application of the Socik r at Bern in Stoitgerland, almoſt 
rival every other Socirrr in Eurspe. And Sweden has 
beſtowed ſucce{sful labour ona ſoil, wh ch was before looked 
upon as cold, barren, and incapable of melioration. And 


| Denmark, as well as many courts in Germany, tollow the 
like example.” 


AM1DST this univerſal application, this torrent of zeal, 
in the cauſe of agriculture ; I cannot but regret, that any 
member of the DuBLIix SocitETY ſhould think unfavour- 
ably of undertakings, which certainly are preferable in point 
of information, and example, to any other yet adopted in 
other parts of the world; and that more particulariy, as 
yours is the parent of all other SOCIETIES of this kind: It [ 
were alone in this opinion, I perhaps ſhould not ventwe ſo boldly 
to offer it upon my own judgment; but when a re/pedtable 
majority of your body have hitherto ſupported theſe mea- 


ſures, I cannot, I hope be liable to cenſure, for thus declaring 
my ſentiments. 


WHERE diſapointments, obloquy, miſrepreſentation, and 
ſeverny fall upon a man, who is conſcious of having amply 
done his duty; and that he is reduced to the neceſſity (as J 
am) of committing ſuch facts to paper, with remarks, and 
obſervations upon them, with an hope of removing the 
1mputaiion thereby thrown upon him; and to ſhew how his 
dependance has, by various means, been excited in publick 
faith; I believe it is not in the power of a man, ſo circum- 
Nanced, if he cheriſnes and loves truth, to expreſs himſelf 
without feelings, which animate, becauſe ſuch facts, are in 
themlelies animating. To thoſe, whoſe experience have 
taught them to know what the ſpirit of truth, honour, 
knowledge, and integrity mean, I appeal; to thoſe, whoſe 
chaſte love of thoſe virtues fills their minds with a fund of 
publick ſpirit, generous honeſty, and undaunted truth, I ſub- 
mit my cafe: And therefore, if any thing exceptionable 

| the 
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the preceding pages has eſcaped my pen, or if I may 
have miſconceived any matter, the generous, and the feel- 
ing, will permit me to entreat them to make allowances 
for a mind, barraſſed with difficulties, intimate with miſ- 
fortune, wznded by miſrepreſentations, and fettered by 
inſufficiency ; in a ſervice, in which, the moſt intenſe and 
faithful application has been employed, without profit or 
emolument to a family, whoſe dependance and happineſs 
reſts upon my ſucceſs and health. 


A SERVICE, in which expected to have ſpent my life, 
with pleaſure and happineſs ; becauſe I flattered myſelf my 
conduct and endeavours had been ſuch as were unexceptiona- 
ble. But ſince I am fo unhappy as to find, that ſome exceptions 
have been made, and that I had flattered myſelf with tos 
much, in expecting to have the approbation of every man; 
and that thereby, my undertakings are reduced to a very 
precarious ſituation; | beg and intreat, that my much bonoured, 
and ſincerely reſpected Patrons, the DuBLin Socikr x, in 
their united capacity, will not attribute my reſolution, of 
giving them entirely up, to any levity of diſpoſition ; but to 
the true cauſe; an utter impoſſibility of my purſuing them 


upon the preſent unprofitable, and precarious terms, longer, 
than the preſent year. 


Covrp I have eſcaped unmerited cenſure, had my 


ſupport gone on in the channel I had ſo much reaſon to 


expect, and had misfortune ſpared me, I ſhould not have 
been involved as I am ; but ſhould have proceeded without 
complaint ; becauſe no employment which could be deviſed, 
would ſo much gratify my taſte and inclinations; for there is 
delight in ſuch enquiries, and happineſs ſprings from con- 
tributing to the information, and advantage of mankind. 


I HOPE, much has been done in that reſpe& ; but com- 


paratively nothing to what I could, and ſhall be bold to ſay, 


Jam now capable of doing, were | properly ſupported ; not 
thus embarraſſed, ſo often behind my back unjuſtly reproached, 
and ſo frequently in danger of loſing that little, which, with 
ſubmiſſion, I thought my juſt due. | 


Hap the undertakings, or rather, the progreſs of them, 
been more united with the meaſures of the SocteTY, and 


render- 


W 


2. 2 . 


Lit * 


Nee 
— 


nnr . CPE TOS 
_ 4 33 4 2 33 OY ne 
4% | +, | : 


1 


— — 


3 19 
y + 


4*Y 
; 
by * 
— 
2 
* 
1 0 
— 
* 


70 ” 5 


1 


— 


r 


„ 


rendered in ſome degree ſubordinate to each other, more 
advantages had ariſen to the cauſe ＋ were calculated to 
promote; but, it became not me to dictate; and now to 


1 might have been, or may be done, availeth but 
ittle. 


I sHaArLr, conclude, with repeating my aſſurance to my 
truly reſpecied Patrons, that nothing leſs, than the unhap- 
pineſs I feel, at the miſtaken repreſentations which have 
been made, the impoſſibility of gentlemen's knowing my 
labour, application, and hazard, and my utter inability to 
proceed properly, and to my own mind, with the undertakings 
in queſtion, could have prevailed upon me to trouble you with 
this remonſtrance ; but as I with every member of the So- 
CIETY to think of me as [ really am, a well intentioned 
man; I have the rather taken this method, that every gen- 
tleman, who fhall be inclined to do ſo, may in his cloſet 
make himſelf acquainted with the circumſtances here ſet 
forth, as to my caſe, and the nature of my employment 
under the SocttTY : Whereas, had I troubled you with a 
memorial in manuſcript, that would have only been the 
tranſaction of a day, ſome few of the members only would 
have been acquainted with it; and the ſameconceptions, which 
have been injurious to-me, might have remained upon the 
minds of gentlemen, who might not be preſent. 


Burt I beg, that my printing this remonſtrance may 
not be conſidered as an appeal to the publick, becauſe that 
is not my intention. I mean only to ſubmit my caſe to the 
DuzLin SOCIETY ; and do not mean to publiſh this re- 
monſtrance in any other way, than by ſending it to every 
member of the Socikr v, without expence to any one. 


Ir it ſhall remove the miſtakes, which ſome few gentle- 
men are under, and be productive of any enquiry into the 
merit, or demerit, of the undertakings I am engaged in ; their 
capability of affording benefit to the publick, and my con- 
duct of them; my whole intention will be anſwered ; for 


tho' I have been unfortunate, I wiſh it to be known, that 


I am induſtrious, and faithful. 
AND 


1 
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AND in whatever ſphere my lot caſt me, I ſhall ever re- 
tain a greatfu] remembrance of the confidence the DvBLIN 
SoCIETY have been pleaſed to repoſe in me, and of your re- 
peated reſolutions of my integrity, and application in your 
ſervice. 


And am, with the moit genuine Senſe 
Of Reſpect, and Regard, - 
My much HonouRED PATRONS, 


Your truly faithful, 


And moſt obedient humble Servant, 


JOHN WYNN BAKER. 


Laugblinſtotun, 
O#2. 26, 1769. 


P. S. Ir it ſhall happen, that any member, or members 


of the DusBrin Socrgry, ſhall not receive this remon- 


ſtrance ; 1 entreat that no gentleman may impute it to me, 
or to any intentional neglect, or diſreſpect; but where that 
may happen, I hope they will attribute it to the true cauſe; 
viz my not knowing how to convey it to them: and if, 
by any means whatſoever, any gentleman of the SocteTyY, 
may happen to eſcape my attention; I ſhall eſteem it a mark 


of his favour, that he indulges me with a line, informing 


me how I can convey the ſheets to him; becauſe they can 
be 
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be had no other way; as my preſent intention is, not to 

publiſh this remonſtrance to the peruſal of any perſon, or 

1 whomſoever, except the members of the DuBIix 
IETY. 


TERATA 


I ſhall be much obliged to the reader for correcting 
any errors he may find, particularly the following con- 
ſpicuous ones. ded 


Page 7. I. 14. has, read, have P. 10. I. 19. that, read, 
in which. I. 29. fame, read, reputation. P. 13.1. 33. amongſt, 
read, amidſt. P. 22.1. 21. negivate, read, negative. P. 23. 
I. 32. indiſpenſible, read, indiſpenſable. P. 25. I. 20. poinard, 
read poniard. P. 31. I. the laſt. partrons, read, patrons. P. 36. 
laſt line, after /ame, add, time. P. 37. arrainging, read, ar- 
raigning. P. 38. I. 3. directions, read, dimenſions. 1.37 , impoſ- 
tures, read, impoſtors. P. 75.1. 25. near, read, nearly. p. 80. 
dficient, read, inferior. 
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